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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – Elaine Whitford (ETA)
Congratulations to the members of Eta Chapter for their hard work in
organizing a successful provincial conference on the theme of literacy.
Sixty (60) DKG members attended, and evaluations were positive. A short
Special Business Meeting was held to vote on three motions. Attendees
approved increasing the one-time grant for members attending their first
provincial conference or convention to $60, and twelve (12) members were
given cheques for that amount at the end of the conference. This is the
largest contingent of first-time attendees ever, and they added energy and
involvement to the conference.
Your provincial executive has been considering how to recognize
members who have reached milestones of 25, 40 or 50 years of
membership. At the February executive meeting, motions were made to
present members with recognition pins. However, a count of members who
qualify for the pins found that the cost would be over $3,000. Sadly, our
provincial budget does not allow for a purchase of that magnitude. The
Elaine Whitford ETA
motions were rescinded, and the executive will reconsider how best to
provide recognition within our financial realities.
Also at the February provincial executive meeting, Margaret Brucker from Beta Chapter proposed
consideration of Beverley McLachlin as an honorary member of DKG. Beverley McLachlin is from Alberta
and was Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada until her retirement earlier this year. The proposal was
resoundingly supported by the executive, and further steps are being pursued. If all goes well, the proposal will
be taken forward to the Canadian Forum in Austin this summer.
The March/April edition of the International DKG NEWS is a Special Amendments Edition. Discussion
and voting on the proposals will be the major business conducted at the 2018 International Convention in
Austin, Texas held July 16 through 20. A number of the proposals involve changing “shall” statements to
“may”, which will provide greater flexibility for chapters and provinces/states. One proposal which has raised
concern is to change the present method of having provincial/state presidents vote for international positons on
the basis of one vote for every five members. The proposed amendment would have these positions voted on by
all attendees at the international convention. Those DKG members who can afford to travel to the convention
and stay in the convention hotel would therefore control the leadership and direction of DKG. There is concern
that this approach would be less democratic.
At our Alberta provincial conference, one of the motions which was approved was to provide $500 in
funding for those Alberta members attending the 2018 international convention in Austin, with the expectation
that they would lobby other attendees to vote against this change in how leadership positions are elected at the
international level. The funding change was approved for one year only.
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As we move toward the end of the biennium for our chapters, nomination committees will be coming
forward with a slate of new officers for each chapter. It is an exciting time with opportunities for individuals to
accept new responsibilities in leadership.
We also recognize and thank the women who have provided outstanding leadership during the last two
years.
Focus: Alarie Oberg: Member since
1972
An amazing Alpha member, Alaire Oberg,
celebrated her 100th birthday on 21/04/2018. She is
still living at Galahad, AB, in the Galahad Care
Centre. Members in attendance at the 2018
Sherwood Park Spring Conference signed a huge
Birthday card for her.
Her niece, Sandra Porter, who lives in
Chemainus, BC, is now looking after her affairs. She
and her husband come very often. According to
Marilyn Elliott, she enjoyed a big birthday
celebration in the hall in Forestburg.
A group of friends visited Alaire, had tea and
presented her with a red rose and her 40-year pin, in
recognition of her membership in The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International since 1972. Alaire
Alaire Oberg, seated, with friends from Edmonton L to R: Phyllis
played two favorite songs on the piano for her guests:
Molyneux, Sheila MacKay, Alice Halvorsen and Marilyn Elliott, photo
“I Love Those Dear Hearts”, and “You are My
taken in in 2008
Sunshine”.
Alaire was born on a farm and she started school
Eventually, Alarie sold the farm and before too long,
when she was six years old. As she already knew how to
found
that she needed to part with a lot of her precious
read and write, she was soon promoted to Grade 3. Her
things, and she is missing the things that had meant a lot
love of music came early and her mother’s piano was
to her, even now. For this reason, she releases her
much played. Alaire passed her Toronto Conservatory
cherished items gradually. Wisely, she states: “There’s
Music exams and began teaching piano. Her greatest
never a right time.”
aspiration was to go to Toronto when she graduated but
back in those days she was considered too young to be
Focus: Pauline Dempsey: Honorary Member
away from home. Alaire began to think about education
as a career and she studied in Calgary. She taught in her
Pauline Dempsey liked the article in the March DKG
first school close to Alliance, boarding there with a
Alberta News on her dad and herself and it was a pleasure
family with her mother coming to get her on weekends.
to send her 10 more copies.
Floyd Oberg, a local boy and Alaire married in
Margaret Brucker, who keeps in touch with Pauline,
1952. They lived in Winnipeg and in Edmonton, with
relates that she had a wonderful telephone visit with her
Floyd being involved in Grain marketing. Alaire taught in
recently. Although they didn't grow up in same town,
Queen Mary Park with Anne Carmichael as her mentor.
there was not too much distance between them; and they
Mike Strembitsky offered her a principalship at Clara
know some of the same people. Pauline is such a
Tyner where parental support was great. She moved to
delightful lady, so with it and interested in so many
Central Office as a consultant and then to Aldergrove.
events.
In 1984, Alaire retired to live with her mother on the
Marg was looking forward to having Pauline attend
family farm. After her mom passed, she spent nearly five
the Spring Conference this year but that was not to be as
years by herself, renting the land out and spending time
Pauline’s husband is receiving an award from one of the
landscaping her yard. One day, an unusual feeling came
historical societies in Calgary and she had to wait for her
over her; she passed out on the back steps of the house.
husband's plans to be set. It is hoped that she will be able
She was put on STARS Air Ambulance and flown to
to attend the BETA Founders' Day dinner in Calgary.
Edmonton. She maintains everything about that incident
remains a blank.
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DKG Alberta Spring Conference
April 20-21, 2018
Sherwood Park, AB
Host Chapter: ETA
Literacy: “Impacting our Lives/Impacting Our
World”
Many thanks to our official
photographer, Lesley McDevitt, without
whose pictures this would be a very
dull paper.

Friday, April 21, Hospitality Mix and Mingle
A joyful group of DKG Alberta members joined
together to welcome their special guest, Barbara
Whiting. We were greeted with this wonderful
artwork by Barb Leger and encouraged to try the
“Quilt Challenge”. Take the challenge: list the
provinces and territories from 1 to 13, in the order
depicted in the quilt below. Challenge answers
appear on page 10.

Following registration, members sat down
to tables that were centered with a
spectacular display of three books atop which
sat lovely red roses in crystal vases. Our
theme of Literacy and how it impacts our lives
and our world was teamed with the Society
symbol, the red rose, a beautiful creation from
nature that reflects beauty of mind and spirit.

Welcome: by Bonnie Edgecombe
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Bonnie Edgecombe, President of Eta Chapter

This original craft by Barbara Leger is
being celebrated in the DKG Spring 2018
Arts and Humanities Gallery.
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Jill Usher and Lorna Berlinguette consider
the collection of books brought by members

Supporting our Canadian Project: 5 Gift Baskets, scarves and
jewelry, with Carolyn Barr and Neila Westergaard.

Carolyn Barr, Neila Westergaard and Megan Burns, enjoying
Friday night activities.

During Edna Dach’s “Get to Know You Activity”,
Betty Rose and Alice Bell renewed acquaintances.

Alice Halvorsen, Ruth
Gleave and Marlene
Norquay enjoy the
ambiance of Friday
Night Meet and Greet.
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Focus: Barbara Whiting: International Guest
Review by Elaine Whitford

Finally, Barbara commented on the proposal to
change the name of our organization to Women
Educators International. She said that back in the
1920’s, when Annie Webb Blanton started DKG with
a group of other women, they would not have been
allowed to hold meetings for professional women
educators. Something that appeared to be
innocuous for young women, such as a sorority,
would have been acceptable at that time. Thus, the
name of Delta Kappa Gamma was chosen; once the
women were behind closed doors, they conducted
their professional business with impunity.
Barbara closed her address with words from
Annie Webb Blanton:
Be progressive. Keep up with the moving world
while not discarding what in the old has value. Don’t
cling to the old when its worth has passed.

Barbara Whiting hails from Minnesota. Teacher,
principal and reader of at least 2 books a week, Barbara is
now "retired but not tired”, with Betty Rose.

Barbara Whiting, international first vicepresident, charmed conference attendees on Friday
evening
with her warmth and approachability. She
ith
Betty Rose.
began her remarks by sharing some facts about
Alberta in terms of DKG programs. Over $140,000
in World Fellowship dollars has been awarded to
young women from other countries who have
attended the University of Alberta or the University of
Calgary. Another $22,500 in Scholarships has been
awarded to members of DKG to use toward their
masters or doctoral degrees; the most recent
recipient was Tracy Muth from Eta Chapter. An
award of $2,000 went to Afrooz Farjoo (Alpha) from
the Educational Foundation, and there have been
four Golden Gift recipients from Alberta, including
Sheila MacKay (Alpha) in 2004 and Debbie Johnston
(Beta) in 2012. Barbara encouraged members to
continue to apply for these programs.
Barbara talked about President Carolyn
Pittman’s challenge to SIMPLIFY what we do in
DKG. She noted that International is eliminating
superfluous reports, and is making it easier to
respond by using Google docs. She commented
briefly on the amendments to the Constitution that all
members have received. The DKG Constitution is
currently 42 pages long. Barbara laughed as she
compared that to our own Charter of Rights and
Freedoms at seven pages, and suggested that the
amendments may help to simplify and shorten our
constitution. The amendments will be discussed and
voted on at the convention in Austin in July.

Renewing acquaintances, Etty Cameron and Karen Hansen
enjoy a good laugh.

Two members who enjoyed the "Get to Know You" game
were sisters Pat Haase and Janelle Brooks.
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Greetings from the Province of Alberta

Our Sing Along
We thoroughly enjoyed singing the closing song
on Friday: “Oh, I Believe in DKG”, penned by Eta
Chapter members.
Oh, I Believe in DKG
Yesterday, forward thinkers were so far away,
Now it looks as though we’re here to stay
Oh, I believe in DKG!
Fellowship, helping friends and colleagues on
the way,
Female leaders now can claim the day.
Oh, I believe in DKG!
Why – we – work to help, share our hearts,
It’s plain to see.
Learning changes lives, it’s a start, from DKG.
DKG, women answering the call to care,
And the best part is the food we share.
Oh, I believe in DKG!

Greetings from the Province of Alberta were given by Annie
McKitrick, MLA, Sherwood Park (Right), shown here with
Dianna Millard.

Saturday Sessions
Visual Literacy Tamara Martin Spady

National Anthems

Singing the National Anthems “Oh Canada” and “The Star Spangled
Banner” with Alice Bell, Alice Halvorsen, Mary Ann Britt and Etty
Cameron.
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Speaker: Tamara Martin Spady
Submitted by Heather Balog

humorous stories. She also talked about Mental
Health and Wellness and the positive effects that
being outside has on the full day kindergarten
children, as well as the adults!!

Many good ideas connected with the audience.
It was obvious that they enjoyed the Visual alphabet
= giggles and volunteers.
Comments heard: This is fun! Cool!

Title of Session: I hate to Read - Best New
Books for Engaging Readers K-6

Title of Session: Visual Literacy

Speaker: Jill Usher
Submitted by: Jackie Symbaluk
A handout was given to everyone listing new
books. Jill introduced a long series of books to
involve all readers at any age. It is important to
introduce and begin reading to children at an infant
stage.
Strong readers excel and are more successful at
school and in life. Encourage reading – read with
children – talk about the stories. Show that you value
books and they will too.

This is the best picture I have ever drawn!

Karen Filewych and Bonnie Edgecombe
The fun of drawing: Wendy Polhill, Lesley McDevitt,
Marilyn Elliott and Adriana Fishta-Bejko.

Title of Session: Physical Literacy:
Educating in the Outdoors
Speaker: Kailey Edgelow
Submitted by: Alison Oakley-Edgelow
“Innovative, powerful, enlightened and inspired.”
Participant Kailey Edgelow runs an outdoor
education for full day kindergarten children with
ECSD. She invited participants to walk down
memory lane and remember their own childhood
outdoor experiences. She shared the philosophy and
benefits of an outdoor education program for the
kindergarten children, as well as poignant and

Title of Session: Free Writing: a Game
Changer
Speaker: Karen Filewych
Submitted by Bonnie Edgecombe
Writing is a life skill, yet daunting to many. Karen
shared many strategies to make writing easier and
allow our students and ourselves to see writing as a
source of empowerment. She suggested that
individuals try to write as much as they can in 5 to 7
minutes without thinking about editing which may be
done later. She suggested open-ended prompts
such as “I remember…”, Happiness is …, I feel…, I
need…, I am so proud of…, and I remember”. Karen
has written a book titled “How do I get them to
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write?” She also mentioned two other useful books
“Writing with Power” and “Writing down the Bones.”
Title of Session: Wee Reads
Speaker: Heather Balog
Submitted by
Cynthia Clarke
Wee Reads is a
program that will be
introduced in all schools
in Sherwood Park. At
present, there are 11
schools that already
have the program.
Heather talked about
how the program got
started in Calgary and
the financial commitment needed to keep
the program going.
Heather Balog
There is a web site that
gives all of the information about the program, on
which Heather elaborated. Each member was given
a handout which further explained all the
components. Heather also gave some examples
(training video) of some of the strategies to use when
volunteering with students. (8 week commitment 2
students 30 minutes)

neighbourhood when it was stocked and put in
place. Diane shared photos of the process used in
constructing the little library and acknowledged the
assistance and input her husband provided
throughout. She also recommended the
LittleFreeLibrary.org website as a resource for plans,
suggestions and more on ‘little libraries’. Diane
recommended that those creating their own little
libraries consider applying for a $40 charter through
the website to have their library registered as part of
a global community of libraries for others to find.
Considerations for those thinking of building a
‘little library’:
Get ‘permission’ to put a post on the property –
Alberta OneCall
Regular culling to ensure library is not too full
(easy access to titles)
Advertising’ suggestions
Stewardship - You are in charge of the library,
you can determine content, etc.
Makes an Impact on immigrant families
(particularly the older adults with little or no English),
by providing access to children’s books
Diane highlighted the positive feedback she has
received over the months the ‘little library’ has been
in place and the positive sense of community it has
made on her neighbourhood.
Title of Session: LITERACY: Impacting
the World
Speaker: Barbara Whiting:
Submitted by Elaine Whitford
Barb Whiting presented the keynote address
on Saturday afternoon of the conference. After
recognizing our Canadian Nepalese Project as an
“impressive project that is clearly impacting
literacy”, Barb continued by highlighting the
involvement of DKG international in the United

Members enjoying a session

Title of Session: Little Libraries &
Neighbourhood Literacy
Speaker: Diane Galloway-Solowan
Submitted by Jill Usher
Diane described her personal experience with
designing, creating and decorating a “little library”
now located on her front lawn and the resulting
experiences and impact it has had on her
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Barbara Whiting presenting her Keynote address

Nations Schools for Africa Project which provides
access to quality basic education for girls in thirteen
countries.
Barb noted that our own Sheila MacKay serves
with her as a trustee on the Educational Foundation,
which awards monies that support professional
development, impact students and build literacy.
She described a project in Hillsborough, Canada
which has used funds it has received to provide
resources to two shelters and provide literacy
materials to varied cultural groups from pre-school
through high school.
A DKG chapter in Texas funds a five-day field
trip for indigenous girls in Guatemala, to encourage
the girls to continue their education beyond grade
six, thus decreasing the dropout rate for these girls.
In Sweden, DKG has used funds from the
Educational Foundation to network with women in
Mexico to exchange experiences related to
environmental topics and self-support.
Barb continued to highlight literacy projects
undertaken by various chapters or states/provinces:
- A project in Estonia providing materials and
methods for teaching learning disabled students
- A community library project in Nicaragua
begun by an individual DKG member in New Mexico
- A leadership mentoring project for girls in
Afghanistan, begun by Rhode Island. In the past
trunks of school supplies were provided.
- A sound system for special needs students
installed in an aboriginal school in Australia
- A Tibetan School in the Cook Islands of the
South Pacific was given $3,000 for materials
- Washington State DKG established a library in
El Salvador, and sent desks to a school in Kenya.
Kansas has set up a mobile library in Ethiopia
- Sweden has provided more than $10,000 to
Gambia to build reading skills
- Nevada has sent books and educational
supplies to Ghana
- Texas has a project providing educational
enrichment for indigenous students in Guatemala
- A Canadian DKG member from Vancouver,
Lorrie Williams, has set up a Canadian non-profit
supporting girls’ education in Kenya
- Catherine Wood, a DKG member in South
Dakota, has built a kindergarten building in Veracruz
and supplied it
Barb asked us to watch for an article in the next
Collegial Exchange, which will highlight the work of a
chapter in Georgia that has provided library books
and supplies for a school called Hope in Zimbabwe.
She ended with a quote from Margaret Mead:
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,

concerned citizens can change the world. Indeed it
is the only thing that ever has.
We are truly key women educators impacting
education and literacy worldwide.

Members attending to Literacy address

DKG Alberta Special Business Meeting –
Elaine Whitford
President Elaine called a special business
meeting to order on Saturday, April 21. On the
agenda were three motions brought forward by
Standing Rules chair, Jackie Symbaluk:
Motion 1: Moved that the name for Zeta News be
changed to DKG Alberta News. (Carried)
Motion 2. Moved that members attending their first
DKG Alberta conference or convention be eligible for
a $60.00 onetime grant from provincial budget funds
to assist them with expenses. (Carried)
Motion 3. Moved that the Scholarship Category 3.0
grant be raised to $500.00 each, for 2018 only.
(Carried)
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Members thoughtfully considering the importance of
the coming vote at the Austin International Convention

Congratulations were extended to members of ETA
Chapter on their 35th Anniversary Cake

Creator of the Quilt, Barb Leger, with the winner of the Quilt
Challenge, Bea Ceretzke, who received an Indigo gift card.
Quilt Challenge Answers
1 PE 2 NS 3 NB 4 MB 5 BC 6 NT
7 YT 8 NU 9 ON 10 AB 11 NL 12 SK

Etty Cameron, Carol Daymond, Elaine Whiford, Dianna
Millard and Karen Eamon stand before the Anniversary cake

Sherri MacRae, BETA Chapter, extends an invitation to the
2019 DKG Alberta Convention, to be held at Calgary, AB.
Pictured with Sherrie is Betty Rose.
One of the many winners of the gift basket
draws, Marilyn DeWaal. The gift baskets,
together with the sales of scarves and jewellry,
totalled $1487.00.
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