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Our Journey Together -  

Resiliency, Renewal, Revitalization 
 

Our theme “resiliency, renewal and revitalization” is 
essential in fostering our professional and personal 
growth and our pursuit of excellence in education.  
We accomplish this through our dialogues, meetings, 

and conscientious, diligent work. Our objective is defined; we will be resilient; this will renew and 
revitalize our organization. 
 
Membership has become a number one topic for DKG International President , Debbie LeBlanc. 
She talked about membership in the latest edition of the DKG News. LeBlanc says that “a strong 
membership is vital to sustaining our organization”. In her last article, she asked us to “give serious 
thought to the types of interactions that typically occur at your chapter and state organization 
meetings”. She encouraged us to ask members to serve on different committees or to engage 
them in projects. Research reveals that members really do like being asked to do something that is 
meaningful and impacts others in a positive way. President LeBlanc hopes we have had the 
opportunity to look carefully at the culture of our gatherings. 
 
On January 28th , DKG Alberta held the Winter Executive Board meeting by Zoom. All the 
committees have been busy, and we thank them for their excellent reports. Thank you to Joan 
Kabatoff for scribing the minutes, Sylvia Duffus and Betty Rose for reviewing/scrutinizing the 
minutes, Heather Hill for counting the votes, Debbie Johnston for timing the speakers and Lesley 
McDevitt for the photographs. 
 
Meetings with the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules Committee happened regularly. The Committee 
reviewed both the Bylaws and Rules documents. Many changes were needed in order to align our 
documents with those of at International. You may read about these changes in this Newsletter and 
documents to be sent out soon.  
 
Plans for the DKG Alberta 2023 Convention are falling into place. It is being organized by Eta 
Chapter in Sherwood Park. Elaine Whitford reported that the theme for the 2023 DKG Alberta 
convention is PEOPLE, PASSION & PURPOSE.  It is being held at the Clarion Hotel and 
Conference Centre in Sherwood Park on April 21 and 22, 2023. 
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At the chapter level, DKG Alberta Chapters have wonderful programs organized by the excellent 
leaders. The programs educate and provide knowledge for their members. Each of the Presidents 
have copies of the events happening at each Chapter. 
 
We hope that you are planning to attend one of the 2023 Regional Conferences: Detroit-Michigan 
on July 11-16, 2023; Phoenix- Arizona on July 18-22, 2023; Tampere- Finland on July 26-29, 2023. 

The Rotation of Events for the DKG Alberta 2023-2027 Conventions:                                                            
2023 Eta                                                                                                                                                               
2025  Beta                                                                                                                                                 
2027 Alpha/Gamma 
 
Thank you to Heather Hill who does a superb job of gathering reports, collating, and publishing our 
Newsletter. Check out our DKG Alberta website. Thank you, Edna Dach for keeping this updated. 
 
Sincerest condolences go out to Eta Chapter on the passing of Cindy Martin and to Alice 
Halvorsen on the passing of George Halvorsen. 
 
We are looking forward to the rest of the biennium and to visits with the Chapters and are open to 
invitations to the various events planned for the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Area Representative for Canada (ARC) 2022-2024     Lorna Berlinguette 

 
How the past six months have flown by. Well into my first year, I can say I’ve learned a great deal about the 
inner workings of DKG, attended many zoom meetings and met fantastic people. After the initial 
Administrative Board Meeting in New Orleans, I’ve attended two three-day Admin Board meetings in 
Austin. I am so impressed with the quality of leadership, both at headquarters and at the elected level. So 
much detail goes into planning the rules that govern us so that our society runs smoothly. I’ve sat on five 
committees planning for specific action in the society, getting to know elected members of the society 
more closely.   
What has been equally thrilling is being inspired by you: the Inside International monthly presentations, the 
International Holocaust speaker from Germany, the new Canadian Project (Sew and Sew and Art for Aid,) 
St. Lucia Day, the updates from Canadian Presidents, the exciting Canada/European Cultural Exchange and 
the stimulating presentation on gaining and maintaining membership. All but the first are recorded and 
available. I highly recommend that you show them at your chapter meetings.  
I’ve also enjoyed attending Edmonton, Calgary and Regina chapter meetings and book clubs hosted by 
members in Edmonton and Quebec.  
I am so proud of DKG and you. 

“Even when I'm alone I have real good company — dreams and imaginations and pretendings. I like 
to be alone now and then, just to think over things and taste them. But I love friendships — and 
nice, jolly little times with people.”                                                                                                                    
                                              ~ L.M. Montgomery (author of Anne of Green 
Gables)                                                                                                                                                                  
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      Treasurer – Bea Ceretzke 
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Chapter Presidents’ Reports 
 
 Alpha – Joan Kabatoff & Carol Klass 
Alpha Chapter Activities to date include: 

• September Pot Luck Dinner with a 
presentation by Haley Weedon and Erin 
Bilawchuk from WIN House 

• October Wine and Cheese Membership 
Event. We had 5 guests join our event and 
are hoping to see a couple of the attendees 
become members.  

• November Speaker: Neelam Punjani, World 
Fellowship Recipient 

• November 19 Joint Breakfast: Olenka Bilash 
from the Canadian Ukrainian Foundation 
spoke to us about the atrocities of the War 
in Ukraine, and how students are being 
affected.  

• December Christmas Party 
 
The following are the activities planned for the 
remainder of the year: 

• January: Gina Almquist, Manager of 
Psychology and Mental Health for 
Edmonton Catholic Schools. 

• February: ReconciliACTION speaker: 
Shannon Cornelsen 

• March: WISEST speaker: Fervone 
Goings 

• April: Resources for Wellness speaker: 
Dolane Koch  

• May: Founder’s Day Breakfast will be 
held at Barnett House. Speaker: Joni 
Turnville, Editor, ATA Magazine 

• June: Potluck Supper and Induction of 
New Members. 

 
We also have some remaining items that we collected 
to distribute to new teachers or teachers returning 
after a leave. The bags will be distributed in the 
following months.  
We continue to discuss how to interest prospective 
teachers to join our group.  
We are looking forward to the Convention in 
Sherwood Park in April! 
 
. 

 
Beta Chapter– Janet Jack 
Alpha Chapter Activities to date include: 

• We had two meetings in October:  October 
1st which was our first business meeting of 
the year with detailed reports outlining our 
year.  It was a brunch meeting and when 
we finished eating our entire chapter 
zoomed into the Gail Goolsby presentation.  
This was our first attempt at zooming an in 
person meeting and was deemed a success 
by all! 

• Our October 27th meeting was also zoomed 
for members unable to attend at the FCJ 
centre for a very informative and 
inspirational presentation by Alice Lam and 
her many, successful community projects 
that work toward equity and access for all 
– in different areas:  community programs, 
basic needs etc.  The evaluations of this 
program were very positive. 

• In November, our brunch meeting was 
followed by our own Kerry Black speaking 
to us about mindfulness.  Another 
inspirational, very positive speaker. 

• Beta Chapter voted to forgo gathering for a 
Christmas celebration as virus circulation 
numbers were increasing.  We are looking 
at a spring/summer gathering to make up 
for this. 

The following are the activities planned for the 
remainder of the year: 

• January:  Zoom Meeting with DR. 
Melanie Wong Assistant Professor at 
UBC speaking on Anti-Racism 
Pedagogy and Literacy 

• February: Calgary Local Immigration 
Partnership representative speaking 
on how the City of Calgary assists new 
Immigrants.  We are planning to meet 
at the main branch of the Calgary 
Library to tour the library - 
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• March: Our own Dr. Adriana Fishta-
Bejko will share her DKG project:  

“Empowering Immigrant mother 
to become involved in their 
children’s education at a Brunch 
meeting. 
• May: Founder’s Day Luncheon 
is planned with a speaker on 
Women and Leadership to be 
confirmed. 
 

In a consistent effort to encourage Beta Chapter 
members to reconnect after COVID, a variety of 
Special Interest events have been planned.  In 
February members are invited for coffee and to 
explore the new North Calgary Farmer’s market.  As 
well, a Guided Tour of the Beltline murals that had to 
be rescheduled due to freezing weather is on the 
schedule. 
 
Eta – Dr. Dianna Millard & Elaine Whitford 
On a deeply sad note, Eta Chapter members are 
heartbroken that our dear sister, Cindy Martin, 
previously our First Vice President in charge of 
programs, passed away on December 20 after a 
long and courageous battle with cancer.  Cindy will 
be terribly missed by everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing her.  Our sincere condolences 
to Cindy’s family, friends, and DKG members.   
  
September 2022 to January 2023 have been 
exciting, busy months for Eta members.  
Our first business meeting in the fall brought Eta 
members together to socialize, review our plans 
for the year, and to renew our commitment to our 
goals and directions.  We were informed and 
inspired by our World Fellowship student, Sobia 
Idrees from Pakistan.  Sobia is pursuing her PhD in 
Nursing, focusing on Nursing Standards and 
Training in Pakistan Nursing Schools.  As our Eta 
World Fellowship Chair, Jeannie Sargent, so aptly 
stated, “She is an engaging speaker and is full of 
enthusiasm and displays her passion for her field.  
She is delightful and creates an atmosphere of joy 
in her presentation.” 
 
Our Early Career Educators Chair, Megan Burns, 
contacted all new Elk Island Public Schools 

teachers to see if they were interested in having a 
mentor for the year.  Four teachers were then 
paired with an Eta mentor. These teachers and 
their mentors met to determine what would be 
helpful to the new teacher, and now are working 
together in different ways. 
 
Many Eta members participated in our Book Study 
last year, reading and discussing Gail Goolsby’s 
powerful book, “Unveiled Truth:  Lessons I Learned 
Leading the International School of Kabul.”  Gail is 
a DKG member from Wichita Kansas and her book 
won the 2020 DKG Educator’s Award.  On October 
1, our provincial DKG Alberta provided the 
opportunity to all members to meet Gail via Zoom, 
hear from her directly and interact with her.  A 
wonderful experience for all participants.  
 
The Bags of Love Program is a non-profit program 
designed to help ease the transition for children 
entering foster care.  Eta’s involvement in the 
program is led by Karen Baxter.  Eta members met 
on October 3 to learn from Karen how to make 
facecloth teddy bears for the Bags of Love.  We 
were delighted to see how cute they were.  By the 
end of the evening 100 little bears were ready to 
go into the Bags of Love.  Throughout the fall, 
members shopped for the items needed to go into 
the bags, including cuddly teddy bears, travel size 
personal care items, age-specific crafts, toys, and 
books.  Several of our members are quilters and 
rose to the occasion to make and donate full-size 
quilts that go into each bag.  Novice quilters were 
supported by the seasoned quilters.  Fifteen quilts 
have been handmade and donated so far.  It has 
been very rewarding for everyone to contribute to 
this wonderful program.  
 
In November, Eta members had a fun afternoon at 
Carolyn Barr’s home playing various games and 
socializing.  Also, in November, Eta members 
joined the Joint Breakfast hosted by Alpha 
Chapter.  It was a wonderful event, bringing DKG 
members together for a delicious breakfast and an 
opportunity to extend our friendships. 
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We were entertained by the very talented a 
cappella group, Chance Quartet. The keynote 
speaker, Dr. Olenka Bilash of the Canadian 
Ukrainian Foundation (CUF) and the University of 
Alberta made an outstanding presentation on the 
war in Ukraine and the work of the CUF to ensure 
that displaced Ukrainian children can continue 
their studies by accessing books, school supplies 
and proper instruction.  It was heartbreaking to 
learn what the Ukrainian people are experiencing 
but also inspirational to learn of their strength, 
resilience, and commitment to their country.  A big 
thank you to Alpha Chapter for hosting this special 
event. 
 
Eta members generously donated Christmas gifts 
for Ukrainian children now living in Alberta who 
have been displaced from their homes in war-torn 
Ukraine.  Many other supports have been provided 
through individual financial donations and local 
supports. 
 
In December, Eta members attended a festive 
Christmas Social. It was a wonderful event hosted 
by Alison Oakley-Edgelow.  Everyone contributed 
to the fabulous assortment of appetizers and 
refreshments, and a good time was had by all.  As 
well, members brought Christmas gifts for 
Ukrainian children that were donated to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services.  A special 
event indeed! 
 
So much to look forward to in 2023!  
In this new year, Eta Chapter is excited to welcome 
our two new members, Laurie Borle and Wanda 
Knott!  We are delighted to have them join us! 
 
In January 2023, Eta members met at Karen 
Carlson’s home to discuss Eta’s Annual Book Club 
book “Women Who Dig:  Farming, Feminism, and 
the Fight to Feed the World” by Trina Moyles.  The 
information and insights she provided are 
enlightening.  
 
February is when Eta members look forward to our 
annual fun evening to socialize at “Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner.” You can choose to be a hostess 
or a guest.  Guests are assigned a dish for dinner 

and are given an address for the house.  If you are 
a hostess, you find out who your guests are when 
you open the door! 
 
In March, Eta members join fellow aspiring artists 
for dinner and a paint night.  Notable artist, Eta 
member Cynthia Clarke, will guide us in painting a 
scene with acrylics.   
 
April is a significant month for Eta Chapter and all 
DKG members in Alberta.  Plans are well 
underway, and planning continues for what 
promises to be an exciting opportunity for 
fabulous sessions, friendship, and fun at the   
DKG Alberta Convention 2023: “People, Passion & 
Purpose” to be held on April 21 & 22, 2023 at the  
Clarion Hotel & Conference Centre in Sherwood 
Park. The convention registration form is at the 
end of this newsletter, along with information for 
booking hotel rooms.  You are encouraged to 
register for the convention and book your hotel as 
soon as possible.   
 
In May, Eta members will have dinner at Vicky’s 
Bistro and will attend a high school drama 
production at Festival Place. 
 
Also in May is DKG Founders’ Day, hosted by Alpha 
Chapter.  The speaker will be Dr. Joni Turville, 
Associate Executive Secretary of the ATA, and 
Editor-in-Chief of the ATA Magazine. 
 
On June 3, Eta members will join to celebrate our 
achievements and enjoy fellowship together at our 
Wind-up Business Meeting and Luncheon. 
 
Gamma Chapter– Sylvia Duffus & Sherri 
Eichhorn 
We are saddened to report that in the past 4 
months we have lost two of our members, Janet 
Clark in October, and Reserve member Anna 
Morin in December. Another member has 
relocated to Northern Alberta. 
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In October we had a most informative 
presentation about “Aging in Place”. 
 Many of us attended the Joint Breakfast hosted by 
Alpha Chapter in November.   
We had a good turnout for our Christmas Brunch 
held at Earl’s Restaurant.  We collected gifts for 
our designated family supported by Wings of 
Providence. 
  At our January 21 meeting we will have our 
World Fellowship Student as our guest, and we 
look forward to hearing about her program. At this 
meeting members will share their latest reads. 
 In February many of us intend to attend a play at 
Shadow Theatre. This play was written by Connie 
Massing who had been a presenter at one of our 
Author’s Breakfasts. 
 In March we will welcome a speaker from the 

YWCA Edmonton.  
An Art Gallery visit 
in the spring is in 
the planning stage.  

April 21 to 22 DKG Alberta Convention  
May 14 Founders Day 
June windup date and location TBA 
 
Our March Meeting will be mainly a business 
meeting as we review information and feedback 
from the Author Event. We will continue plans for 
the Founders Day Event on May 28, hopefully in-
person at the Millwoods Golf Course. A 
Registration Form will be sent out in April.  
 
In April, we are planning a field trip to tour the 
Edmonton Public Library downtown and have a 
presentation on the 3-D printers. 
 
Members will meet in June to review the year's 
meetings and activities. We will collect dues and 
fees from members at that time. We also need to 
have elections for 2022-2024 two-year terms- 
several of us are completing two terms, so we will 
have a new Executive. Members are encouraged 
to bring suggestions for the 2022-2023 year- 
topics, speakers, fieldtrips, etc.

 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: SOCIETY 

BUSINESS 
 
Communications & Marketing – Heather Hill 
This group is composed of Edna Dach, who is our 
webmaster, and newsletter editor Heather Hill. 
We wish to express thanks to Alice Halvorsen who 
spent many years on this committee. 
The website is located at the following URL:  
http://www.dkg-zeta.ab.ca 
Any information to be added to the website can be 
forwarded to Edna Dach, webmaster. 
There have been several interesting learning 
opportunities offered by DKG International made 
available via Zoom. 
We have published and circulated our Fall edition  
of the DKG Alberta News.   
The deadline dates for submissions for upcoming 
newsletters  are as follows: 
 
 
 
 

Winter issue - submissions to Heather Hill by 
February 4/23 - one week following the winter 
DKG AB Executive meeting 
Spring issue - submissions to Heather Hill by April 
30/23 
When you have special events in your chapter, 
photographs and articles for the newsletter are 
always appreciated 
 
Bylaws/ Rules – Cynthia Moore 
Purpose – To facilitate the process for establishing 
our DKG Alberta Bylaws and Standing Rules.  
Goals: 

To revise and make changes to DKG Alberta 
governing documents due to adopted 
changes to the Society Constitution and 
International Standing Rules, and to reflect 
our current and local practices.  
To inform and engage members of the 
guidelines and established procedures.  
To receive proposed amendments from 
members for changes to the DKG Alberta 
Bylaws and Standing Rules according to an 
established timeline. 
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The proposed 2023 DKG Alberta Bylaws and 
Standing Rules will be sent via email for your 
review.  
The DKG Alberta Executive Board recommended at 
the January meeting to adopt the proposed 
governing documents as presented in red text. The 
proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules will be 
presented for a vote by the membership at the 
DKG Alberta Convention Business Meeting in April 
2023. 
You are invited to attend our Bylaws and Standing 
Rules Info Session on Saturday, March 4, at  
10:00 am MT.  The Zoom link will be sent prior to 
the event. 
 
Visual Accessibility to DKG Governing 
Documents on the DKG Website 
 
Earlier in January, the DKG Alberta Constitution – 
Bylaws/Rules Committee contacted the 
International Constitution Committee and inquired 
about the small font size of the DKG governing 
documents Constitution and International 
Standing Rules (ISR), and we received the following 
responses. We hope you will find this information 
helpful. 
 
“In a PDF format, you can enlarge the size yourself 
to read or to print.  It would take many more pages 
to post on the website in the narrow Arial 18 
font.  Please suggest to members who are 
challenged with seeing print to enlarge the font to 
make reading much easier. I often do this myself.” 
– Alice Reule, chair, International Constitution 
Committee 
 
“For any ‘documents’ that are actually a webpage 
(on the DKG website – dkg.org), we also provide 
sight accessibility features via the ‘accessibility’ 
icon in the bottom left corner of each page. In the 
new DKG site, we have also added a link to 
translation capability.”  
 Nita Scott, Executive Director 
 

Finance – Sylvia Duffus 
 
The Financial Records for the 
last fiscal year have not yet 
been audited.  The usual auditor is not available to 
do so currently. There is a cost for hiring another 
auditor. Individual members of the Society may be 
asked to take on this task. 
 
 Leadership Development – 
 
 Lorna Berlinguette (North)  
Sherrie MacRae (South) 
 
Since our last Board meeting: 

• Reimbursements for payments made by 
committee members were paid from the 
Seminar 2022 account held in Beta 
Chapter.  

• Remaining funds in the Seminar 2022 
account were transferred to Board 
treasurer which included reimbursements 
for items paid out by the provincial 
treasurer.  

• A request was received from Carol Bostian, 
DKGIEF Board member, for information 
about our Inspired Leadership/Wellness 
Seminar 2022 for an article about DKGIEF. I 
sent a response to her which will be 
included in her article.  

After the Canmore Leadership/Wellness meeting 
in Canmore last summer, those on the committee 
met several times to tie up loose ends. We were 
thrilled with the turnout and response and hope 
the experience can be repeated in a future year. 
Leadership South and North feel it would be 
beneficial for the incoming and outgoing provincial 
executive members to meet at the Conference in 
April in Sherwood Park to exchange hard copy of 
information and especially ideas. Once we know 
who is elected or appointed by the new state 
president, we will plan for the exchange. 
We will poll the new executive to see if they would 
also like a meeting in Red Deer. If that is the wish 
of the members, we will set that up, probably at 
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the ABC Restaurant where we have met for several 
years as a provincial executive. 
Thank you to all who have contributed to the 
wellness and development of Alberta members of 
DKG. 
 
Membership – Lesley McDevitt 
There are 146 members in DKG Alberta. I am 
pleased to announce that  we now have our first 
collegiate member, Gillian Dunlop in Beta Chapter, 
Calgary. An important goal of DKG is to retain 
members. One way of doing this is to keep our 
members actively involved in chapter activities 
and to make sure they feel valued and welcomed. 
 
 I have continued to attend International Zoom 
membership meetings and webinars. On 
November 1, 2022 I joined a session on “Creating a 
Sense of Belonging in DKG—Caring, Connecting 
and Communicating”. Surprisedly, many DKG 
members do not feel that they are important in 
DKG and feel their voices are not heard at 
meetings. They often feel excluded. Our 
responsibility is to create a feeling of belonging  
for everyone. Members must believe that DKG 
cares about them and that their role in DKG is 
appreciated.                                                                                                                                    
I contacted all the members on the Provincial 
Membership committee and sent several links to 
Zoom meetings about Membership and other 
topics. In November I led a  Zoom Membership 
meeting where we  discussed the activities our 
chapters are doing. We talked about Inclusion and 
I mentioned how I try to make members at Beta 
Chapter meetings feel welcome and valued. I 
asked the committee to think about  their role as 
Chapter Second Vice Presidents and how their 
chapters make all members feel included in DKG.                                                                                                                                                                          
I am involved with the 2023 Spring Convention 
Planning Committee. At  the Spring Convention I 
will be honouring our members with 25, 40 and 50 
years of membership in DKG, installing our new 
Provincial Executive Board and leading the 
Celebration of Life Ceremony. 
 
 
 
 

 
Some members at the Winter Executive Board meeting via Zoom 

 
Nominations – Elaine Whitford 
The committee met numerous times via Zoom, 
and submitted the slate of officers for the 2023-
2025 biennium and the list of proposed members 
for the nominations committee to DKG Alberta 
presidents Sheila MacKay and Anne Clifford on 
January 14, 2023. 
 
The proposed slate of officers is as follows: 
     President  Sherrie MacRae (Beta) 
     1st Vice-President  Lesley McDevitt (Beta) 
     2nd Vice-President Barbara Jonsson (Gamma) 
     Secretary  Bonnie Edgecombe (Eta) 
 
The proposed members of the nominations 
committee are: 
      Alpha  Sheila MacKay (chair) 
      Beta  Janet Jack 
      Eta   Jill Usher 
      Gamma  Barbara Jonsson 
 
After this DKG Alberta winter executive board 
meeting, the names, as approved, will go forward 
to the business meeting at the DKG Alberta 
Convention in April for a vote of all members in 
attendance. 
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The committee would like to thank those 
individuals who have been willing to have their 
names stand for these positions within our 
organization. 
 
Past President – Elaine Whitford 
 
The Past President has three duties: 

1. Present the DKG Alberta president’s pin to 
the incoming president – The pin was 
presented to Anne Clifford at Canmore in 
August.  Sheila MacKay already had a 
president’s pin. 
 

2. Serve as chair of the Nominations 
Committee – The committee has 
completed its work in submitting a slate of 
officers for the 2023—2025 biennium.  The 
election of officers will be completed 
during the business meeting at the DKG 
Alberta convention in April. Similarly, the 
committee has proposed a list of members 
for the Nominations Committee for 2023-
2025, which will also be voted on at the 
convention. 
 

3. Chair of the DKG Alberta Achievement 
Awards Committee – The committee is 
soliciting nominations for this award.  The 
deadline for applications is February 15. 

 
 
 

SOCIETY MISSION AND PURPOSES 
 
Educational Excellence Committee 
Chair, Educational Excellence –  
Barbara Jonsson 
I met with the Presidents of Alpha, Beta, Eta, and 
Gamma Chapters to review their 
current plans for programming during the 
remaining months of the Sept 2022- June2023 
year. All Presidents were well planned and had 
interesting programs and activities to 
engage their members. We discussed bringing 
guests/ potential members to our 
meetings as well as joining another Chapter 
meeting for a topic of interest to us. The 

Presidents decided we did not need any follow-up 
meetings. I will contact the Presidents in May/June 
so we can share reflections on the year, how 
programming was enjoyed, and give suggestions 
for programming for September 2023-June, 2024. 
I have enjoyed working with the Convention 
Committee to support Eta in planning an 
exciting Convention for all members to attend on 
April 21&22. There is a wonderful selection of 
Speakers and Topics for great learning 
opportunities and wonderful fellowship time. I 
encourage all members to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting Early-Career Educators (SEE) 
       Sharon Retallack 
Alpha 

• Members have donated many items that 
an early educator may use in their 
classroom, such as pencils, pens, notepads, 
dry erase boards with markers, 
antibacterial hand spray, storybooks, etc.  
A few members have made monetary 
donations to purchase other supplies.  
Appropriate grade level gift bags were 
created with these donations to present to 
early educators suggested by a member in 
the chapter.   
 

• Two members are presently mentoring 
students in the education field during their  
practicums.  

Eta 
• The chair for the SEE project gathered a list 

of names of the teachers new to Elk Island 
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Public Schools.  She contacted each of 
them to see if they would be interested in 
having a volunteer mentor from the Eta 
Chapter of DKG for the year.  Four new 
teachers expressed an interest.  These four 
teachers were paired up with one of the 
Eta members.  Each teacher-mentor pair 
decided exactly what support or assistance 
would be helpful.  Different pairs are 
working together in different ways.  The  
chair of the SEE project will be 
checking back with the mentors and the 
new teachers to see how things are going  
just before Teachers' Convention at the 
beginning of February. 
 

Gamma 
• At the present time, Gamma does not have 

enough members to fill the position of 
chair for the SEE program.   

 
Beta 

• At the beginning of September, various 
teachers and principals were contacted to 
suggest two potential candidates for the 
Supporting Early Educator project.  This 
year, candidates were selected from 
Division 3 and 4.  The chair of the SEE 
committee contacted the two teachers and 
gathered information about the them as 
well as what they needed for their 
classroom and what they would like for 
their own personal wellness.  This 
information was shared with the members.  
Members could choose to buy a gift or 
make a donation.  The SEE committee used 
the donations to buy different items from 
each teacher’s list.  The two teachers were 
invited to the November meeting where 
they were to be  introduced and presented 
with the gifts.  SEE candidates are invited 
to attend Beta meetings. 
 

• Beta chapter continues its partnership with 
Ambrose University where members 
volunteer to mentor an education student 
for one or two years of their Bachelor of 
Education program. Students are invited to  

attend the chapter’s regular meetings.  As a 
result of this initiative, Beta has its first 
collegiate member.   

 
 
 

 
International Education Foundation Liaison 
– Debbie Johnston 
The DKGIEF manages several funds including: 
Cornetet Awards 
Educational Projects 
Educator Award 
Emergency Fund 
ETH Leadership 
DKG Ignite (LMS) - Applications due by December 
15  
International Speakers - Applications due by Sept 
15 
Scholarship 
World Fellowship 
 
The DKGIEF has several awards that members can 
apply for.  Please share the information below 
with your chapter members as there is money 
available through the following awards: 
 
Cornetet Seminar Professional Development 
Award (CSPD) 
• Are granted to sponsor professional 

development seminars.  Regions, areas, and 
state organizations of the DKG may apply for a 
Seminar Award to assist in providing 
professional development opportunities for 
educators in their locale. 

• Chapters and individuals may not apply. 
• Applications will only be considered if submitted 

electronically on or before the date of  
November 1 of each calendar year.  
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• The incoming Leadership Development 
Committee will need to ensure that they apply 
for funds through DKGIEF for this Award by 
November 1, 2023 if they wish for funds to 
support a seminar in 2024. 

 
Educational Project Award 
• Projects Grant may be applied for to support and 

encourage projects 
• Deadline is March 1 of each year 
• Any project leader may apply 
• Applicants need not be members of DKG 
• The project must comply with one or more of 

the following Purposes and the Mission 
Statement:  

• support and encourage intercultural 
understanding 

• encourage standards of excellence in 
education and/or 

• assist and cooperate with schools, colleges, 
universities and other persons 
organizations, trust funds, or foundations 
in support, encouragement and  

 improvement of education 
 
Cornetet Individual Professional Development 
Award (CIPD)  
• Will fund participation in conferences, seminars, 

lecture series, online courses, and workshops 
plus other non-degree programs to employed 
educators who meet the stated professional 
development definition.  

• Applications will only be considered if submitted 
electronically on or before the dates of May 1, 
2023 and November 1, 2023 

 
More detailed information and application forms 
are available at the DKG website www.dkg.org 
under DKGIEF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Arts and Humanities Liaison –  
Cynthia Clarke 
The DKG Arts & Humanities Gallery offers an 
excellent and convenient opportunity for all 
members to send their submission(s) of an item of 
fine art, fiber art, quilting, written works (fiction or 
factual), and other creative endeavors to be 
considered for acceptance in the Arts & 
Humanities Gallery.   Those items selected will 
then be viewed virtually on the internet for all to 
enjoy.   
We have had many items selected from Zeta 
Province thus far and will continue to encourage 
our members to consider entering their items, 
whatever the category.   
The gallery accepts submissions twice a year - 
Jan.15 to Feb.15 and Aug.15 to Sept.15.   
In the fall of 2022, Suzan Berwald (Eta Chapter), 
was successful in having her painting selected.  
During the present time frame of Jan. 15 - Feb. 15, 
2023, we know of at least one member who has 
submitted her work.  Hopefully we will get a few 
more before Feb. 15. 
              
Before each time period, a notice is sent to all 
Chapter Presidents, to remind and encourage 
members in their Chapter to submit their work to 
be considered for inclusion in the Gallery. 
  
We have all seen examples of various talents of 
our members, such as photography, artwork, 
pottery, short stories, written articles of interest, 
(both current and historical), textile/quilt projects, 
to name a few.  We must continue to encourage 
members to take time and view the successful 
works on the Arts & Humanities Gallery, in the 
hope that some members will then take the 
opportunity to enter their own work, as well. 
         
It would be great to have submissions from 
members in all chapters in Alberta.  We have many 
talented women in DKG whose work could easily 
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be accepted if they would just take the chance and 
submit their work.  
  
Through our paintings, photos, poetry, short 
stories, etc. all members in DKG would have a 
better opportunity to get to know each other 
better and open more avenues of communication 
between members. 
  

Executive Board members hard at work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canadian Project –Bonnie Edgecombe 
 
Canadian DKG chapters and individual members 
are continuing to support two projects of the non- 
profit (volunteer run) organization I Love First 
Peoples.  The mission of the I Love First Peoples 

charity and its programs is to provide remote 
Indigenous students with access to vital learning 
tools, especially those needed by girls who attend 
cultural skills classes.  
 
Art For Aid supports First Nations, Inuit and Metis 
art and cultural education programs through 
access to quality art supplies and program supplies 
for learning on the land.  Art and program supplies 
are collected at a warehouse in Carleton, Ontario, 
sorted and then shipped to remote schools.  A 
school’s art supply shipment costs anywhere from 
$400 - $1,600.00.  The operations and shipping 
budget is replenished through monetary donations 
and through the sale of Colleen Gray's beautiful 
art products in their Fundraising Store 
at www.artforaidshop.ca.  Eta chapter has 
purchased some of Colleen Gray’s art cards to be 
given as a gift to our international speaker at our 
upcoming convention. 
 
The Sew n’ Sew program is currently in 5 schools 
and will be expanding during 2022/23 to add 6 
more schools. Janome Canada donates 60 sewing 
machines a year to this project. Personal 
donations of fabric, thread, sewing equipment 
such as needles, measuring tapes, scissors etc are 
accepted once a year at donation sites . The 
program is run for students in grades 4 to 12 and is 
age appropriately taught. Janome has also 
constructed a virtual platform that allows 
educators/ students access to expanding their 
skills. The majority of these communities are fly-in 
or ice road access only. In the far north, a 
community may only see one shipment of goods 
per year.  One sewing program costs 
approximately $10-15,000.00 to supply and ship. 
 
 

 
Schools for Africa 
Liaison – Julie Kovatch 
Schools for 
Africa became the 
Society's first official 
international project in 
2010. Since that time, 

members have donated approximately 



14 

$445,134.90 since the inception of the partnership 
with UNICEF USA. Currently the project works with 
21 countries in sub-Saharan Africa including 21 
countries: Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eswatini, 
Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, 
and Uganda. UNICEF works through this project 
with governments, local authorities, communities 
and other partners to: 

• Foster community participation in school 
management  

• Build and improve classroom buildings and 
equipment . 

• Create safe and protective environments 
where children can learn and play (CFS, 
Child-Friendly School programs) 

• Provide access to clean water and separate 
sanitation facilities for boys and girls in 
schools. 

• Supply exercise books, pens, proper 
furniture and other school and sports 
materials 

• Train teachers to provide children with 
quality education and basic life skills. 

• Educate children about proper hygiene and 
HIV prevention: this knowledge is passed 
on to siblings, parents, and the community 
at large. 

• Provide other interventions, including but 
not limited to health check-ups, 
immunization and scholarships. 

• Insure a stimulating start in life to children 
below age five. 

According to UNICEF's most recent annual report 
on the Schools for Africa project, major gains have 
been made in: 
• Early childhood development 
• Access and retention to quality primary basic 

education 
• Non-formal education 
• HIV prevention in schools 

• Education in emergencies 

Music – Tannis Helmcken  
 
Plans are underway to assist with the music needs 
for the 2023 Spring Conference in Sherwood Park, 
hosted by Eta Chapter. In addition to organizing 
the Canadian and American national anthems, 
interlude music for breaks, and the DKG song for 
the end, we are busy planning a beautiful ‘Service 
of Remembrance’ to honour our sisters who 
passed away within the past two years.   
 
With regard to the yet unfilled position of 
International Music Chair, I recently learned that 
the position will be assigned “closer to 
convention”. 
 

World Fellowship – 
 Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko 
(South) and Dr. Alison 
Dunwoody(North) 
 
World Fellowship South 
Activities to date include: 
• October 24, 2022 we 
contacted the Faculty 

Graduate Studies to discuss the information 
about the offering of WF for the academic year 
2023-2024. We contacted Ms. Sophia George 
at this department, who was vey supportive. 
She sent the information to candidates and 
included the info in their website, as a 
scholarship offered by DKG. This is a great 
exposure for our organization. 
• November 10, 2022 we offered an 

information session in a zoom format for 
candidates from the University of Calgary. 
We had 19 ladies who participated in this 
session. Ms. Betty Rose and Dr. Adriana 
Fishta-Bejko presented a PowerPoint 
where they introduced a short history of 
DKG and WF and all the details for applying 
for WF 

• We collected applications in the period 
November – December 15, 2022 
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• We received 26 applications. 10 
applications were deemed “incomplete” 

• 16 applications were sent to committee 
members to assess and prepare a resumé 
for each of the 3 candidates assigned to 
each member. 

• January 5, 2023 the committee met via 
Zoom and we discussed the details of each 
applicant based on an approved criterion.  

• The committee came to a unanimous 
decision that the best candidates are-  

o B. M., Ph.D. in Education from Chile  
o L. A., Ph.D. in Communication, from 

Cuba 
 
World Fellowship North  
Sheila MacKay, Jeannie Sargent and Alison 
Dunwoody met on January 6th to review the 
applications for World Fellowship (North) and to 
select those that would be forwarded to 
International. A total of four applications were 
received. However, only three were complete. 
While up to four applications from the University 
of Alberta can be forwarded, we decided to 
forward the two strongest applications. One is 
from a doctoral student in Nursing from Pakistan 
who is studying the mental health impacts of the 
stressors experienced by new adolescent mothers. 
The other is from a masters student in Plant 
Biology from India who is studying plant genetics 
to develop sustainable crop production systems by 
minimizing the need for synthetic pesticides and 
herbicides.   
 
  
Scholarships –  
Betty Rose 
 
DKG ALBERTA DOREEN E. 
COHEN SCHOLARSHIPS & 
EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 
                                                                                                                                     
The 5 application forms (each is self-
explanatory) are available in the attachment 
with this newsletter and are posted on the 
DKG Alberta website. 
Please note the deadline dates on each. 
 
 

Historian/Archivist – Wendy Polhill 
 
Work continues on integrating pictures with 
documents. 
Over the years many member biographies have 
been collected.  These have been printed and 
organized by chapter. 
Marilyn Elliot and Alice Halvorsen are about to 
submit material to be integrated with what 
already has been collected.  Their donations are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Social Media -  Anne Clifford 
 
Social Media/Photography Committee Purposes: 

• Create an online community for DKG 
Alberta Members 

• Facilitate a DKG Alberta presence through 
social media 

• To communicate DKG information through 
social media to increase education and 
awareness of activities and events 

 
As of November 1, 2022, the Social Media Ad Hoc 
Committee has proposed an amendment to be 
established as a standing committee, the Social 
Media/Photography Committee and will be voted 
on at the Business Meeting at Convention in April 
2023. 
 
Submissions to the Facebook page have been 
primarily by only a few members, and we would 
like to encourage more members to contribute 
and share meeting highlights, future meetings, 
interesting educational materials, events in your 
community. Website submissions can be 
submitted to Edna Dach. 
 
This report has been submitted prior to the Social 
Media/Photography committee meeting in 
January so an update will be provided at the 
Provincial Meeting. 
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DKG Alberta Achievement Award 
Committee – Elaine Whitford 
 
Nominations for this award are being accepted 
with the deadline being February 15, 2023.  Now is 
an excellent time to complete your nomination 
form for an outstanding Alberta member of DKG 
who you are nominating for this prestigious 
award. 
 
Purpose 
To recognize a DKG Alberta member who has 
made a distinguished contribution to Delta Kappa 
Gamma International at the chapter, provincial 
and/or international levels. 
Eligibility 
The recipient must be: 

- an active member of DKG Alberta 
- a resident of Alberta at the time of the 
award                                                    
- a person whose personal and professional 
qualifications, activities and achievements 
exemplify the purposes of The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International in the areas 
of education, community and the Society.  

 
 

 
DKG International Call for Submissions 
 
Members are encouraged to submit manuscripts 
for consideration by the Bulletin Editorial Board. 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin:  
 
International Journal for Professional Educators 
accepts research-based articles including 
Action/Classroom Research, Qualitative Research, 
Quantitative Research, Reviews of Literature, 
Program Descriptions, Position Papers, and 
Book/Technology Reviews. The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Bulletin:  
 
Collegial Exchange accepts articles of a more 
practical, personal nature, including Classroom 
and DKG Practices/Programs, Viewpoints on 
Current Issues, Personal Reflections or Anecdotes, 
Inspirational Pieces, Biographies and Interviews, 

Book and Technology Reviews, and Creative 
Writing. 
Submissions should be focused, well organized, 
effectively developed, concise, and appropriate for 
Bulletin readers. 
The style should be direct, clear, readable, and 
free from gender, political, patriotic, or religious 
bias. 
For more detailed information, please refer to the 
Submission Guidelines and the Submission Grids 
at www.dkg.org via the Apply/Submit tab. 
 
Deadlines are listed below. 
Journal: 89-5; Online (Postmark deadline is March 
1, 2023) Topic of choice related to professional 
and personal growth and/or excellence in 
education.   
 
Journal: 90-1; Online (Postmark deadline is May 
15, 2023) Topic of choice related to professional 
and personal growth and/or excellence in 
education. 
 
Collegial Exchange: 90-2; Print (Postmark deadline 
is August 1, 2023) No designated theme 
 
Journal: 90-3; Online (Postmark deadline 
is October 1, 2023) Topic of choice related to  
professional and personal growth and/or 
excellence in education. 
 
Submit all materials to: Bulletin Editorial 
Staff: bulletin@dkg.org Full Submission Guidelines 
and other resources are available at the 
Apply/Submit tab on www.dkg.org 

 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
DKG ALBERTA NEWS, ALBERTA 
Published Fall, Winter, Spring 

Editor: Heather Hill  heathermhill@shaw.ca 
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Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide 

DKG Alberta Spring Convention, April 21-22, 2023 
Theme - People, Passion, and Purpose  

Hotel reservations at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Centre 
2100 Premier Way, Sherwood Park, AB. Tel. 780-464-4900 

$104/night + taxes for a Standard room – 2 queens 
Reserve your room before March 15 - Request the DKG Alberta group block rate. 

 
REGISTRATION    PAYMENT 
	
Complete	online	registration	form		

(Click	on	link	above)	
																												OR	
Mail	or	email	Registration	hard	copy	form	
below	to:	
Brenda	Smith																																																					
2	Estates	Court,	Sherwood	Park,	AB	T8B	1M9	
780-464-2715						brendasmith@shaw.ca	
																																	

	E-transfer:	
etachapteralberta@gmail.com	
																				OR	
Mail	cheque	made	payable	to	DKG	Eta	
Chapter	to:	
Brenda	Smith																																																					
2	Estates	Court	Sherwood	Park,	AB		
T8B	1M9	
	

FORM 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ Chapter: __________________  
 
Telephone: ____________________________________ Email: __________________________________________  
* Early Bird Registration $150.00/person (after April 7th, $175.00) 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ ____________________  
 
Meals are included in the cost of registration:  
Friday: Appetizers, Wine extra (no host) $ 6.00 per glass  
Saturday: Continental Breakfast, Lunch and beverage breaks  
 
DIETARY CONCERNS: ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
RELEASE	FOR	USE	OF	PHOTOGRAPHED	IMAGE:	
	
I	_____________________________________________	hereby	grant	permission	to	DKG	Alberta	to	create,	copy,	reproduce,	
exhibit,	publish	or	distribute	my	image.	I	understand	that	the	above	uses	may	include	but	are	not	limited	to	
video,	photographs,	websites,	multimedia	programs	or	other	types	of	promotional	medium	existing	now	or	in	
the	future.	
	
_________________________________________ ___________ 
Signature                                                                   Date 
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DKG Alberta Spring Convention, April 21-22, 2023 

 
BREAKOUT SESSION SELECTION 

See detailed session descriptions in Session and Presenter document. 
 
Number The Session Options in Order of Preference (1 – 3) 
 
Breakout Session One 
_____ Systemic Racism: A New Face Through Literature - Lorna Berlinguette 
_____ Making a Difference Through Second Harvest – Laurie Borle 
_____ One's Passion: The Art of Photography - Edna Dach 
 
Breakout Session Two 
_____ Empowering Immigrant Mothers - Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko & Betty Rose 
_____ Woo Hoo, What a Ride! – Kathy Klaus 
_____ Create it, Believe It, Be it! - Nancy Luyckfassel 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
.  

                                
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


