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Many thanks to Beta Chapter in Calgary for organizing and hosting 
an excellent provincial convention in April.  We were welcomed at a 
social on Friday evening, attended outstanding speakers on a 
variety of topics, and enjoyed delicious meals throughout the 
weekend.  Port O’ Call was most accommodating as the venue. 
 
I would also like to thank the chapter presidents for welcoming me 
to meetings and activities during the past year.  I always enjoy 
Gamma`s author`s breakfast and this year I went to their speaker 
from the AMA to learn about Driving Tips for Aging Drivers. My 
daughter and I attended Beta’s Founder’s Day at which they 
inducted four new members.  I was proud of my own chapter, Eta, 
when they had Lewis Cardinal as speaker at the joint breakfast. I 
also attended both  Alpha’s  and Gamma’s year end potlucks and 
planning meetings in June.     
  
If you have not yet registered for one of the international 
conferences being held this summer, do consider joining your DKG 

sisters at one of the five that are being offered.  The format has changed this year so that each of the 
five conferences has a different theme: 
 
June 27 – 29, 2019: DKG Southeast International Conference: Arts and Humanities  
                                  Asheville, North Carolina 
 
July 10 – 12, 2019:  DKG Northwest International Conference: Leadership   
 Des Moines, Iowa  
 
July 17 – 20, 2019:  DKG Southwest International Conference: Technology   
 Costa Mesa, California 
 
July 25 – 27, 2019:   DKG European International Conference: Professional Research and Practices  
 Reykjavik, Iceland 
 
July 30 – August 1, 2019: DKG Northeast International Conference: Global Awareness  
                                 Mashantucket, Connecticut   
 
There are already women from Alberta registered for conferences in Iowa, Connecticut and Iceland.  
Do keep in mind that the Canadian Forum will only be held in Iowa and Connecticut.   
Enjoy your summer, and I look forward to working with you again in the fall
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Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide 
 

DKG Alberta Spring Conference in Calgary hosted by Beta 
Chapter 

April 12-13, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beta Members Helen Brown & Jana Hopper welcome  
attendees at DKG Convention registration desk  
 
International Speaker & Canadian 
Representative Betty Rose 
Submitted by Cynthia Moore 
 
Betty Rose, who has been a DKG member since 
1991, attended the convention both as the 
International Guest and the Canadian Area 
Representative. Supported by a PowerPoint, she 
shared an update of DKG International: 
 
President is Cathy Daugherty for 2018-2020.  All 
of the work of the DKG Society will be shaped 
from the following themes: 
1) Evolution 2) Momentum 3) Transparency 
The goals of the DKG Strategic Plan are: 

1.To support members    
2. To develop leaders  
3.To provide global opportunities   
4.  To build resources     
Betty encouraged members to attend one of 

the International Conferences this year which are 
being held across the USA and in Iceland. It          
is especially important to attend the Canadian 
Forum at your conference – we want our 
Canadian voices to be heard loud and strong.  At 
each conference, it will be held on the Thursday 
from 10-12:00.   

Betty shared information of the vast range of 
activities of DKG groups across Canada that  

 

she has had an opportunity to visit or will be 
visiting before the end of the year.  She noted that 
the Canadian Project, ArtsCan Circle, a program 
where children in the north learn new skills 
through music and art has received $3189, with 
$1829 of those funds donated by Alberta. 

Several outstanding Alberta DKG members 
were recognized for their contributions to DKG 
nationally and internationally:  
Sheila MacKay – a board member of the DKG 
Educational Foundation 
Cynthia Moore – 2019-2021 DKG International 
Speaker who spoke in Costa Rica on May 30  
Cynthia Clarke  & Suzan Berwald – recognized 
in the DKG on-line gallery     
Edna Dach – recognized for her expertise in the 
area of technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Rose, 
International Speaker 
and 
Canadian Area 
Representative 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note from Betty following the Convention: 

Feedback from the roundtable discussion 
was excellent, with comments from a few tables 
that they would have appreciated more time for a 
thoughtful discussion of the topics.  I will keep this 
in mind as I continue my visits across the country. 

Although Alberta’s top three topics were 
not decisive, following is a summary of the top 3 
mentioned. 4 - 14 are the other topics listed in no 
particular order.    
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1. Financial impact re membership fees, dollar 
exchange 
2. Membership - how to find new members, grow 
another chapter  
3. Simplify structure, procedures, decision making 
- too many layers 
4. Time for a name change 
5. Access to website - conduct a website session 
to make it easier 
6. Encourage and develop leaders 
7. Honorary membership issue - keep up the fight 
8. American dominance - how to increase 
Canadian presence 
9. Alberta state organization - plan for succession, 
more leaders, fight the decline in numbers 
10.Top down direction 
11. Need political action re direction of Alberta 
Education 
11. State and province - why are we states when 
we are provinces? (Editorial comment: we are 
governed by the constitution.) 
12. Value connections, sharing ideas - positive 
13. Chapter projects - a positive impact on 
community 
14. Website - positive - good resource 
 
Thanks again for your hard work, excellent 
organization and planning. 

Jill Usher, Julie Senior, Eleanor Morris, Brenda Wallace, Heather 
Hill and Julie Kirsch in Mara’s session  
 
The Power of a Caring Conversation  . . . 
Suicide Prevention Involves Us All 
 
Presented by Mara Grunau 
Submitted by Marilyn Wurzer 
 
Mara was introduced by Martha Faulkner who 
gave a brief resume of Mara’s educational and 
professional achievements and a few details of 
her family life. Mara began the presentation with 
an interactive game to focus our thinking on how 

we feel about social situations and what we would 
about them.  With slides and statistics, she then 
drew our attention to the realities of suicide in 
Canada, which are staggering.  Some examples 
given were:   
- suicide dwarfs death by homicide and war 
combined 
- There are 600 suicides per year in Alberta which 
is more than traffic fatalities 
- Three times more men than women die by 
suicide 
- Women attempt suicide 5 times more than men 
- Rates of suicide among Indigenous people are 
higher than all other groups 

There are no answers as to why people 
commit suicide but there are many theories such 
as social isolation, feelings of being alone, being a 
burden and a desire to escape pain. 

Mara ended with suggestions of how to 
help those showing or telling of suicidal thoughts.  
Show empathy, remain calm, avoid  
judgement or trying to solve the problem and 
connect with the problem. 
There are many services available in calgary and 
readily and easily accessible.   

Mara’s talk was well received by the group 
and thanked by Farida Garrett. 
 
The Call of Leadership . . . A Leader in Every 
Chair 
Presented by Kerry Black 
Submitted by Tannis Helmcken 
 
An educator and leadership coach, Kerry began 
by acknowledging the traditional territorial land 
and oral traditions of the Blackfoot. 

Pat Sokoloski and Pat Haase with speaker Mara Grunau 
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Our opening activity was to take 3 minutes 
to jot down words that describe a leader in 
ourselves, then to share with a partner and write 3 
common ideas on post it notes in a circle on the 
wall.   
Ways of leadership and the world view of 
leadership has evolved. Elegant use of the circle 
can show the leader in every chair, and an 
example of inclusionary practise.  Kerry was a 
temporary principal in an Indigenous school in the 
north. In her school, everyone gathered in the 
gym first thing each morning and stood in a circle 
and sang O Canada, followed by prayer to the 
creator. Children took turns choosing a name out 
of a bucket and that student came into the centre 
and chose another name, and the third child 
chose a cooperative game for the whole school to 
plan.  Then everyone went to class and school 
began.  

Women demonstrated leadership in 
different ways than men. We bring a unique 
leadership style that is less hierarchical, more 
constructed, and act as a facilitator rather than a 

director. 
What is 

important to us as 
leaders in education?  
We need to be true to 
ourselves – listen to our 
instincts and intuition.  
We need to be true to 
our values and we need 
to be true to our voices. 

How can we 
continue to provide 
leadership?  By being a 
lifelong learner – be 
engaging, affirming, 
daring, empowering and 
reflective.   
The closing activity 
provided each 
participant the 

opportunity to examine their leadership attributes 
followed by a sharing time at each table.  The 
questions to reflect upon were: 
Who is a friend on my journey? 
What are my strengths as a person? 
What do I bring to my relationship and others that 
I would like to build on? If I could build on one of 
my leadership superpowers, what would it be? 
 
Assistive Technologies Used Today 
Presented by Lucie Pratt 
Submitted by Marg Brucker 
 
Lucie was introduced as a recently retired teacher 
who worked at most K-12 levels over the years in 
Rocky View Schools.  She taught in the Virtual 
School Program for several years.  

Are we going to have robots teaching in the 
future?  Will advances in artificial intelligence 
make human teachers obsolete by 2027? Will 
technology replace teachers? No – but teachers 
who use technology will replace teachers who 
don’t.   

Technology: is meant to make life easier - 
embrace it is application of tools, materials and 
knowledge evolves  
- either follow it or be left behind  
- most useful when it serves a specific purpose 
- will never displace teachers who have the 
human factor that cannot be replicated 

In schools, assistive technology is used to 
help with pedagogy – often reading, writing and 
spelling.  There are computer products designed 
for students with specific needs but can be used 
by many clients.  Some sources that are helpful: 

• Siri – voice to text 
• Text and word predictors 
• Google docs 
• Accessibility – supports persons with 

visual problems but not 
those totally blind, who 
require other supports 

• Moodle and 
Poodle, which are 
learning management 
systems, provide audio 
and video recording 
capability for online 
learning for students.  
Students can record 
their observations, 
questions, and 
assignments for their 
teachers, who can 

Jackie Symbaluk, Bonnie Edgecombe, Sherrie MacRae, Alice 
Halvorsen, Marilyn deWaal, & Julie Kirsch in leadership chairs. 

Guest speaker and Beta 
Member Kerry Black 

Guest speaker Lucie Pratt 
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respond using the same elements. With 
technology, you don’t have to be perfect the first 
time you record – editing is easy!  
We need to remember that technology is great in 
bits of time, but not all the time. There is still a 
need for pencil and paper work for most students. 
But technology is here to stay! 

   
 
 

World Fellowship Students 
Submitted by Pat Haase 
 

Speaker: Ivette Menendez Perdomo on 
Biochemical Characterization of Lotus Enzymes 
 

Ivette and her husband, both from Havana, 
Cuba, are working on their doctorate degrees.  
They are here in Calgary with their daughter 
Maria, who is now six.   

Ivette is a biochemist in molecular 
genetics. She is working with the lotus plant to 
find enzymes to make a medication similar to 
morphine or codeine.  In addition to researching 
she teaches students in the lab, which she enjoys. 
She believes in giving back to the community, so 
has volunteered in programs at the U of C and 
has been a judge at the Calgary Science Fair  she 
teaches students in the lab, which she enjoys. 
She believes in giving back to the community, so 

has volunteered in programs at the U of C and 
has been a judge at the Calgary Science Fair 
several years.   Being a recipient of the World 
Fellowship Award means a great deal to her, and 
she is most appreciative of the support from Delta 
Kappa Gamma.  Het plans for the future are to 
graduate with her PhD next year, and to take her 
tools and knowledge and experiences back to 
Cuba to continue researching and to contribute to 
improving quality of life there.  
 
Speaker: Glory Ovie on How do Senior Leaders 
Respond to Unpredictable Crises?  
 
 Glory has been an educator and school 
administrator in Nigeria for 22 years, working with 
K-12 students.  Her ‘greatest achievements’ are 
her sons – aged 22 and 21.  They all arrived in 
Calgary in 2017, not knowing anyone, and with 
limited funds to live in Calgary while she worked 
on her dissertation. She is incredibly grateful for 
the scholarship money from DKG, as that kept 
them going until they got on their feet.   
When she returns to Nigeria, she plans to meet 
with schools and teachers to discuss mental 
health and self-care in crisis situations. She would 
also like to teach women how to run their own 
businesses.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Leader’s Journey 

Presented by Carol Grant Watt 
Submitted by Carolyn King 
 

Carol began by stating how impressed she is with 
DKG and our work and is committed to spread the 
word about our organization. Both of Carol’s 
parents valued education, although they did not 

Brenda Wallace, Janet Jack, Pat Sokoloski, Bea Ceretzke, Sylvia 
Duffus & Eleanor Morris becoming more tech savvy. 

Sherrie MacRae, Marilyn deWaal, Glory Ovie, Ivette Menendez 
Perdomo & Adriana Fishta-Bejko welcoming and thanking our 
World  Fellowship speakers. 

Beta president Sherrie MacRae, banquet speaker 
Carol Grant-Watt and Convention committee 
member Janet Jack. 
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Congratulations to our incoming 
     DKG Alberta officers for 2019-2021: 
 
President         Elaine Whitford (Eta) 
1st Vice Pres.    Phyllis Molyneux (Alpha) 
2nd Vice Pres.   Lesley McDevitt (Beta) 
Secretary         Dolaine Koch (Eta) 

 

have the opportunity to graduate from high school.  
Her mother was her first teacher on many levels.   

Carol shared 10 lessons she has learned 
over her many years as an educator: 

1. Don’t be afraid to try new things.  Be 
prepared to dwell in possibility. Do what 
you can’t. 

2.  Get involved with the school you are in.  
Stay curious. 

3. Relationships are the most important.  
Enjoy the challenges and the journey. 

4. Sometimes you can get everything right 
and still fail. 

5. Do what it takes.  Try to give every child 
a chance. 

6. Go from good to great – build cultures of 
high expectations and greatness 

7. Every child is a learner.  Every 
adolescent is a kid at risk. 

8. Education is a team sport. A good 
partner changes everything. 

9. Nourish your soul.  The world will be 
better for it. 

10. Family and friends matter most.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 
DKG Alberta Convention – April 13, 2019 

President’s Report – Elaine Whitford 
 

This is the first biennium that we have 
officially been DKG Alberta.  Zeta province is 
gone.  Our newsletter has been renamed DKG 
Alberta News.  In the past two years our chapters 
have initiated/inducted 22 new members.  
Chapters are already expecting to induct at least 
another nine new members before June.  We 
have increased support for first time attendees at 
provincial conventions to $60, provided a one-time 
grant of $500 to members attending the Austin 
convention, and discontinued collecting annual 
scholarship fees from members.  At this year’s 
convention, motions will be put forward to provide 
recognition to members for long service.  Special 
thanks go to Sylvia Gray who has served four 
years as First Vice President (Membership) and to 
all the women who have chaired committees at 
the provincial level. It has been an exciting two 
years and we look forward to continuing to grow 
DKG Alberta. 
 
Chapter Presidents’ Reports 
 
Alpha – Cathy Schultz 
 

In January Alpha Chapter had a relaxed 
gathering of members to share our favorite books. 
Our plans for February changed when  
the weather kept us warm and in our own homes 
and we postponed our meeting. We did have a 
number of our group join in the Author’s Breakfast 
that was hosted by Gamma Chapter.  March 
brought us together close to St. Patricks’ Day for a 
meeting and Ruth Gleave helped us all to bring a 
touch of Irish to the table. Alpha Chapter will be 
participating in the convention held in April 

Etty Cameron, Phyllis Molyneux and Joan Kabotoff 

2019-2021 DKG Alberta Officer installation with Debbie 
Johnston, Phyllis Molyneux, Sheila MacKay, Elaine 
Whitford, Sherri Eichhorn and Lesley McDevitt 
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(Calgary) and we will also be holding a few 
planning meetings as we prepare to hold the 
Founder’s Day celebration on May 4, 2019. We 
trust many of you will join us in May as we 
celebrate our Founders. Our invitation should be 
ready and available to members at the 
convention. We wrap up our year with a planning 
meeting in June and are thankful to have Elaine 
join us for our potluck supper. 

 
Beta – Sherrie MacRae 
 

Beta Chapter has been very busy this 
biennium. We have continued to support early 
educators identified through our members. For 
each of the last two years, we have identified a 
Junior High and a Senior High early educator.  We 
have also invited previous SEE teachers that we 
have supported to one of our meetings where we 
focussed on an update on their journeys. 

Presently we have three World Fellowship 
recipients at the University of Calgary and have 
one forthcoming for 2019.  One of these wonderful 
women has attended our meetings and spoken to 
the membership. She also assisted in an activity 
about World Fellowship at one of our meetings.     
       Support continues for Avenue 15 (home for 
street teens), RESET’s scholarship program and 
annual book sale, and our Study Grant at the 
University of Calgary.  

Since 2017, we have had four new members 
join our Chapter.  We have 5 more women who 
joined us in May. 

A new venture for us this year was to 
volunteer at the Calgary City Teachers’ 
Convention. An enjoyable experience for many of 
us and an opportunity to also hear Keynote 
speakers. 

Speakers at our meetings have talked on a 
variety of topics. 

We are investigating how we may better 
address DKG purposes #4 and #7. 

The Ad Hoc convention planning committee 
for the DKG Alberta 2019 Convention has been 
working diligently for many months and the 
membership of Beta has been very supportive in 
volunteering in many different capacities. 

 
Eta – Jill Usher 
 

Eta Chapter has had a very successful 
biennium. Over this time, eleven new members 
were inducted, and we look forward to a possible 
4 or 5 more as we begin the next biennium.  Eta 
was pleased to host a very successful 2018 DKG 
Alberta Spring Conference titled Literacy: 
Impacting our Lives/Impacting Our World and the 
Greater Edmonton Joint Chapter Breakfast with 
guest speaker Lewis Cardinal. Past president, 
Bonnie Edgecombe, provided inspirational 
leadership for our support of the Canadian 
projects; HER International, in its final year, and 
the introduction of the new project, ARTSCAN 
Circle. Locally, Eta was pleased to support Soup 
Sisters, making soup for WIN House women’s 
shelter and the Youth Emergency Shelter and 
collecting donations for the Strathcona Shelter 
Society “A Safe Place”.  Eta members supported 
practicing teachers and early-years learners with 
reading support, most recently though the Alberta 
Wee Read program, and beginning teachers 
through a locally designed project led by two 
members.  Fellowship amongst members was 
encouraged and supported through a variety of 
learning opportunities and events such as Book 
Club and a chocolate tasting and tour at a local 
Chocolatier and gathering together at social 
events such as the annual “Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner” and Christmas Social. Eta members 
look forward to the beginning of another biennium 
and all that it will bring. 
 
Gamma – Lorna Berlinguette and Barb Jonsson 
 

Gamma’s Gamble: Gamma, a small 
chapter of only eleven active members, has 
promoted Edmonton-area authors for ten years by 
holding an Author’s Breakfast on the first Saturday 
of February each year. 

To date, and over the decade, after 
serving coffee, tea, juice, fruit, cheese and muffins 
to a crowd of more than 80 people, we have  

 Janet Jack, Brenda Wallace, Marg Brucker and Diane Byblow 
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listened to authors Caterina Edwards, Alice Major, 
Sharon Butala, Marion Endicott, Paula Simons, 
Corrine Jeffery, Janice MacDonald, Marty Chan, 
David Belke, Laurel Deedrick-Mayne and Robert 
Everett-Greene. 
Popularity for the event increases every year. In 
2018, over 90 listened to the enthusiastic and 
charming Laurel Deedrick Mayne discuss A Wake 
for the Dreamland, a novel about World War II, set 
in Edmonton, Peace River, and Europe.  Personal 
history sparked Laurel’s research. Hers was the 
first event for whom staff from Audrey’s Bookstore 
attended and sold books. 

In February 2019, Robert Everett-Green 
paid for his own flight from Montreal to tell us the 
story of the flamboyant main  character and her 
twelve-year old son who travelled from Winnipeg 
to Edmonton and finally to Vancouver, tracing the 
boy’s growth to maturity. Robert assured us the 
mother in In a Wide Country was no reflection of 
his own. We enjoyed being reminded of the 
Westmount area of Edmonton in the early 1960’s. 
At this event we capped ticket selling with 109 
sold! Again, Audrey’s enthusiastically displayed 
his novels. 
Next year, for February 1, 2020, long-time 
Edmonton playwright Conni Massing has happily 
agreed to come. Two of her plays were performed 
in Edmonton before Christmas. One was a 
thought-provoking presentation about thinly-
disguised Lucy, the Edmonton zoo elephant, and 
considerations by the trainer, activist and Lucy 
herself about her captivity. She has also written 
the novel Roadtripping on the Move with the 
Buffalo Gals, a hilarious romp around Alberta by 
Canadian writers. 
We are heartened by DKG members’ enthusiastic 
support. They grab tickets as soon as they go on 
sale. The proceeds from the event support 

Gamma’s programs and money for text books that 
we give University of Alberta World Fellowship 
recipients. 
A concern is the rising price of food and venue 
rental. We want to hold the price of tickets to 
$20.00, which we have charged since inception 
ten years ago because it is so easily handled. 
Also, while our members still glow with youth, their 
stamina is waning. But we do want to carry on our 
popular promotion of Edmonton authors. 
 
 
Membership – Sylvia Gray 
 
We have had a very healthy couple of years. 
Alpha     ~  Active  26        Reserve 5 
Beta       ~  Active  48        Honourary 2 
Eta         ~  Active   52     
Gamma ~  Active 11         Reserve 2 
 
Standing Rules – Jackie Symbaluk 
 

Members of the Standing Rules Committee for 
2017 – 2019 are Jackie Symbaluk Eta), Chairman; Dr. 
Shirley Machura, (Alpha) Zeta Parliamentarian, Alice 
Halvorsen (Alpha), and Cynthia Clarke (Eta). 
Meetings were held by e-mail, telephone, or fax. 

The Standing Rules and Bylaws are now 
available on the DKG Alberta Website. The intent to 
make them shorter resulted in reducing them by only 
one page but did clarify many points.  Thank you to 
the people who attended the international convention 
in Austin and sat through many sessions. 

The goal of DKG is now to simplify everything 
as much as possible to help make it easier for our 
working teachers who are bearing heavy loads and to 
encourage more of them to join our organization. 
 

Sylvia Duffus, Marilyn deWaal and Janet Jack 

Jeanine Lewis and Julie Kirsch showing the art cards their students 
created. 
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DKG Alberta 2019 Achievement Award  
 

The 
committee met in 
November 2018 to 
revise both the 
nomination form and 
the evaluation rubric 
for the purpose of 
making the 
application form 
easier to complete 
and the rubric more 
consistent with the 
nomination form.  
Additional work was 
carried out by 
telephone and email.   
Two nominations 
were received, and 
one recipient was 
selected.   

Alice Halvorsen presenting 
Karen Hansen’s DKG 
achievement Award, being 
accepted on her behalf by 
Lorna Berlinguette  

A presentation of the 2019 Alberta 
Achievement Award will be made at the 
Convention banquet on April 13, 2019.  
The recipient receives a certificate and a beautiful 
10 k gold pin in the shape of the province of 
Alberta with an embossed rose and the three 
Greek symbols which represent DKG.  Thank you 
to the nominees and to everyone involved in 
submitting a nomination this year.   
 
Schools for Africa – Julie Kirsch 
 

Over the past two years Delta Kappa 
Gamma Alberta has been involved in a variety of 
fundraising initiatives to help contribute to 
UNICEF'S Schools for Africa. Twelve years after 
its launch, Schools for Africa continues to be one 
of UNICEF’s most successful campaigns, helping 
to provide quality education for millions of children 
throughout the continent. Across the country, 
more than $240 million has been collected since 
2005. Behind these numbers is the energy, 
commitment, and generosity of people like our 
Delta Kappa Gamma members, to fulfil the right of 
all children to an education. We all have one thing 
in common – the desire to shape a more 

sustainable future. The Schools for Africa 
campaign would never have had such outreach 
without the motivation and creativity of its donors 
like DKG Alberta. 
 
Canadian Projects – Bonnie Edgecombe 
 

The DKG Canadian Nepalese Education 
Project partnered with a non-profit organization, 
IWEN – International Women’s Education 
Network, which has recently undergone a name 
change to HER INTERNATIONAL.  The 
generosity of Canadian members in purchasing 
scarves, bags and jewellery, along with chapter 
donations and private donations by members, 
truly made a difference in providing an education 
for young girls in Nepal, the ability for their 
mothers to gain literacy, numeracy and health 
education, and the ability for older girls to tutor 
younger girls.    

With the help of funds DKG has collected, 
HER INTERNATIONAL now ensures that all 
sponsored students are offered tutoring.   

In addition, to help the students succeed, 
HER now employs one of the women, Deepa 
Chaudhary, who had been rescued from bondage 
herself, to monitor each student to ensure they 
are maintaining regular attendance and to do 
counseling and home visits to encourage the girls 
to continue with their education.  Finally, in order 
to get parents more involved in their daughters’ 
education, parents of sponsored girls are now 
required to visit their child’s school at least once 
every 3 months. HER INTERNATIONAL is now 
transitioning some students into Private English 
Schools instead of Government Schools where 
they receive a higher quality of education and 
teachers are more accountable.  As well, some 
former students have now gone on to post-
secondary studies and one of the first girls who  
was rescued from bondage has recently 
completed her nursing degree. 

As well, HER INTERNATIONAL, along 
with UBC medical students continue to do 
volunteer trips to provide blood screening and 
awareness workshops for Sickle Cell disease 
which has been found in the Tharu people of 
Nepal.  The Nepalese government provides free 
treatment to those who test positive but do not 
provide screening services themselves for this 
life- threatening disease. 

Anyone who may wish to continue to 
support the fine work that is being done in Nepal 
are encouraged to visit the website 
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https://herinternational.org/ to donate or purchase 
UNAKO scarves that are sewn by Nepalese 
women who are employed and have been trained 
by HER INTERNATIONAL staff members.   
 
ArtsCan Circle   

On December 21, 2018 an email was 
received from Estie Kleinfeld, DKG Quebec 
provincial treasurer, thanking Alberta DKG 
members for their generous contributions to the 
Canadian Project – ArtsCan Circle.  At that point 
$1,829.90 had been received.  Contributions from 
DKG members will be going toward funding travel 
expenses, accommodations, and honoraria for 
musicians who travel to the northern Canadian 
communities to provide workshops for at- risk 
youth.  Contributions will also pay for shipping 
musical instruments to these communities.   
Mike Stevens and other musicians continue to 
visit the northern communities to provide 
workshops that include art, singing, composition, 
dancing and recording.  After a 4-day workshop, a 
performance is put on by the participants which 
builds self-esteem.  By revisiting communities, 
Mike and other musicians are building trust 
among all community members. 
Members are reminded that they can get more 
information on this organization by visiting 
https://artscancircle.ca/ Mike Steven’s journey in 
founding ArtsCan Circle is chronicled in the video, 
“A Walk in My Dreams” 
https://vimeo.com/68487020   
 
UN Liaison  
Marg Brucker 
 
Recently I forwarded a copy of the DKG @ UN 
Newsletter to DKG Alberta Chapter Presidents to 
share with their members. I would welcome any 

feedback that you have 
about the articles in the 
Newsletter. 
The most interesting news 
was about the 20th 
conference for CTAUN 
(The Committee on 
Teaching about the United 
Nations). “Our Planet-Our 

Crises-What’s Next?”  
 This conference was held on April 5, 2019 

at the U N in New York. Anne-Marie Carlson is the 
chair of CTAUN. I found the section about 2019: 
International Year of Indigenous Languages, most 

interesting, and hope to share some thoughts with 
DKG members in Iowa this coming summer at the 
NW Regional Conference. I can’t stress enough 
the importance of the CTAUN beliefs. Teacher 
resources are provided by the U.N. These are 
crucial for students to experience. Students have 
an opportunity for education to learn, understand, 
and appreciate the work of the U N to incorporate 
global awareness into curricula at all levels. DKG 
is trying to achieve these goals by holding annual 
conferences at the U N and other parts of the U S 
as well as the upcoming summer Regional 
Conferences. To give support to classroom 
teachers and schools, resources are available on 
the DKG website. This is a valuable resource for 
active teachers. 

 

 
 
Sherri Eichhorn, Jackie Symbaluk  &  Carol Klass 
 
Leadership – Lorna Berlinguette (North) and 
Debbie Johnston (South) 
 

To begin the new biennium a Leadership 
Seminar with our International Guest Speaker, 
Corlea Plowman was organized and held on June 
3, 2017 in Red Deer.  Corlea shared what was 
new in DKG as well as her ideas about “How 
Leaders Delegate”.  Debbie Johnston presented a 
session entitled, “Leading With Your Heart” and 
Lorna Berlinguette spoke to “The Benefits of 
Joining an International Committee”.    

Following a great lunch Betty Rose 
presented, “Laying an Easy Path for Your 
Successor to Follow” and Sylvia Duffus and Bea 
Ceretzke discussed DKG Finances.   

The seminar was well attended and as 
always, the executive board members were given 
an opportunity to hand off their materials and 
share their knowledge with the incoming 
executive.  

Since 2018 saw the change of the Chapter 
Executives, both the North and South presented 
their own Leadership Seminars.  On June 14, 
2018 Beta Chapter invited both their incoming and 
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outgoing executive board to a Leadership meeting 
held at the FCJ Centre.  The interactive power 
point presentation “Leaders, Here, There and 
Everywhere” which was created by the 
International Golden Gift Committee was 
presented by Debbie Johnston.   

Following the presentation and discussion 
as well as a sharing of information for the 
upcoming year, individuals took time to share their 
materials and knowledge of each of the positions 
with the incoming executive.   

A different approach was taken in 
Edmonton since three chapters are involved. 
Anyone interested in leadership was invited to an 
afternoon of learning at Robertson-Wesley United 
Church. About 25 came for lunch and to hear 
members speak on different aspects of our 
society. Special guests were Canadian Area 
Representative, Betty Rose, and Debbie 
Johnston, Chair for Leadership South, both from 
Calgary. After hearing about aspects of DKG in 
general from eight members, we broke into 
specific position discussions. All four new chapter 
presidents were present. Those not sharing 
information about executive positions, gave an 
overview of chapter programs that really worked. 

 

 
Tannis Helmcken, Catherine Thurston and Diane Byblow 

 
DKG Alberta Newsletter Editors – Alice 
Halvorsen (North) and Heather Hill (South) 
 
A. DKG ALBERTA NEWS 

The DKG Alberta newsletter editors produce, 
print, mail and/or email three newsletters per year. 

The Spring 2019 newsletter will have a resume 
of the action at the 2019 DKG Alberta Convention. 
The Fall 2019 newsletter will include inspiring 
reports on whichever International Conference 
members have chosen to attend, as well as the 
proceedings of the fall executive meeting. The 
Winter 2020 newsletter will have the proceedings 

of the fall executive meeting and the Scholarship 
Registration forms. Photographs are always 
appreciated.  
 
B.THE DKG INTERNATIONAL WEBSITE 

     
TAKE THE PROFILE CHALLENGE: 
https://www.dkg.org/ 
 

Be a part of the DKG social network. 
Connect to other members based on your 
interests. Go to www.dkg.org and go to the Sign-
in button at the top of the page. Create your 
Member Profile. The Username is the six 
digit membership ID number which can be found 
on your membership card (first six digits; omit the 
extra digit at the end). The default password was 
dkg2014society. However, effective November 6, 
2018, users must modify their passwords to meet 
the new security requirements. 
Passwords MUST now include 7 characters – 
including at least one letter and one number (just 
an example: abcdef2)  
Under the My DKG tab, you can access your 
account. Use the DKG website for new ideas and 
resources and to order supplies. Due to cyber 
security and member privacy issues, as well as 
the protection of materials specific to members 
and membership, some areas of the website are 
members-only and will require log in.    

Your Member Profile will allow you to do 
many things: register for events such as regional 
conferences and international conventions, order 
from the DKG Store, and join different DKG 
Communities to discuss online educational issues 
with DKG members from across the globe. 

 
 

 
Alice Halvorsen, Ivette Menendez Perdomo, Julie Senior, Joan 
Kabotoff and Carol Klass 
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C.  DKG ALBERTA WEBSITE  
Our website is located at  
http://www.dkg-zeta.ab.ca/  
This is our domain name and we own it.  We pay 
a fee to renew this domain every 2 years.  The 
cost is minimal.  Our website was created using a 
product called Weebly. Edna Dach volunteers to 
get the content onto the website. Our website 
does allow for other people to be editors and 
contributors if we would like. For example, a page 
could be created for each chapter and they could 
add their own content.  
 
D. COMPUTER INFORMATION 
When sending an email message to a large 
number of people, for security and privacy 
reasons, it is best to use the Blind Carbon Copy 
(BCC) feature.  Each recipient will receive his or 
her own copy of the message, but the email 
addresses of the other recipients will be shielded 
from view. When you place email addresses in the 
BCC field of a message, those addresses are 
invisible to the recipients of the email. Conversely, 
any email addresses that you place in the TO: 
field or the CC: field are visible to everyone who 
receives the message. Many people do not want 
their email address to be distributed to people 
they do not know. When we send to the Delta 
Kappa Gamma group, it should be sent under 
BCC; that way the addresses are hidden except 
your own. This is a standardized safety practice. 
 

Carolyn King and Ruth Gleave enjoying the convention. 
 
 
World Fellowship – Sherri Eichhorn (North) and 
Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko (South) 
a) World Fellowship North 

In the fall of 2017 I did not receive any 
applications from the University of Alberta which 
was a serious concern.  In January of 2018 I 
contacted the university to discuss this as I was 
sure we should have received some applications 
like the previous year.  The University had 
reorganized, and the 2017 applications went to 
the wrong department.  The applications should 
have gone to the Graduate Students awards office 
as they do in Toronto and Calgary.   In September 
of 2018 I worked closely with the Graduate 
Students awards office get the DKG Applicants 
properly posted. 

As a result, this year there were 4 applicants 
for World Fellowship. Janet Clark and Jeannie 
Sargent and I reviewed the 4 applications. Three 
of the applications were forwarded to the 
International World Fellowship committee. The 
successful applicant at the University of Alberta is 
Neelam Moiz from Pakistan. Named as an 
Alternate from the University of Alberta is Maria 
Morez. We wish them well in their studies and 
look forward to meeting them in the coming year. 

 
b) World Fellowship South 

We (a committee of 5 members) met on 
December 28 and spent the whole day assessing 
the applications. We found that 8 graduate 
students had applied but 2 applications we 
disqualified (lack of 3 references and proof of 
English proficiency via TOEFL or IELTS 
score).  So, we ended up assessing 6 
applications.  All the applicants were 
outstanding.  It is such a humbling experience to 
read about their achievements and future 
contributions. 

This year, based on the DKG criteria, we 
developed an assessment rubric out of 100 
points.  We chose the two best applications. 

Luisa Rodriguez Felix Dalla Vecchia, (Brazil) is 
our recipient for 2019-2020. She is working on her 
doctorate in Environmental Design: Field of Study- 
Improving sustainable social housing 
neighbourhoods in Brazil to enable city 
administration to provide technical assistance in 
self-building in poor neighbourhoods. 
  

                                                                                                        
Historian/Archivist – Wendy Polhill 

• Materials have been received from 
Gamma Chapter and the materials 
personally collected by Alice Bell. 



13 
 

• Zeta Chapter submitted seven binders and 
one box of materials.   

• In the Zeta Chapter materials is a binder 
relating to Zeta Province Presidents Joyce 
Kaare and Alice Hogan.  I plan to include 
these in the DKG Alberta collection as well 
as the Zeta Chapter collection. 

• Marilyn Elliott has submitted materials to 
be integrated into the Alpha Chapter 
archival materials. 

• Ruth Gleave has submitted materials to be 
integrated into the DKG Alberta and Alpha 
Chapter archival materials. 

• The Achievement Award Binder has been 
updated to include Dr. Shirley Machura 
and Debra Johnston. 

 
Glory Ovie, Ivette Menendez Perdomo, Adriana Fishta-Bejko, 
Marilyn Wurzer, Jeanine Lewis and Sandy Kivi in conversation. 
 
Educational Foundation Liaison www.dkgef.org 
- Tannis Helmcken 
 
'Giving to Educate the World'.  The DKG 
Educational Foundation provides financial support 
and assistance to members and non-members 
alike for professional development and project 
work. Since its inception in 1964 the Foundation 
has awarded nearly $4.1 million USD to 
improve, enrich, and encourage intercultural 
understanding and educational 
excellence.  Please see the Educational 
Foundation website at www.dkgef.org for 
information and application details or speak to 
your chapter president. 
 
Arts and Humanities Liaison – Cynthia 
Clarke 

Hopefully all members have taken the time 
to view the outstanding artwork that has been 
submitted by members of DKG.  These creative 
endeavors are currently displayed in the Arts & 
Humanities Gallery on the DKG.org website.  The 
goal is to have work accepted from members 
representing all of the chapters in DKG Alberta.  
As your liaison, I will continue to inform each 

chapter in DKG Alberta, of the dates and 
deadlines for submissions. 

This past winter, two members did make 
submissions to the Gallery, hoping to be 
showcased... which I am happy to announce that 
they were!  Suzan Berwald and Cynthia Clarke 
are two of the latest additions to the Gallery from 
DKG Alberta. 
I will continue to encourage members that I find, 
or know of, that should take advantage of this 
opportunity to share their artistic/creative talent 
and ask that all members please do the same in 
their respective chapters.   

The next submission date is August 15, 
2019 - September 15, 2019. 
 

 
We are presently planning for a Leadership 
Seminar on Friday, August 16 beginning at 9:30 at 
the ABC Country Restaurant in Red Deer.  It will 
be open to all members in the province.  Please 
watch for more information and come out to 
benefit from the informative presentations and the 
fellowship of DKG. Edna Dach will be the special 
guest sharing ideas about leadership. 
 
 
 

 
Bea Ceretzke, Kim Ceretzke, Anne MacKay and Sheila MacKay  
 
 

 
Saturday cocktails enjoyed by Elaine Whitford, Alice Halvorsen, 
Shirley Machura, Alice Hawryliw and Lesley McDevitt. 
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Presidents of Beta and DKG Alberta     Sharon Retallack, Alice Hawryliw and Lesley McDevitt  prepare the 
                  Sherrie MacRae and Elaine Whitford.                                          silent auction table, which raised over $600 for ArtsCan Circle.        
                              
            
                    Invitation to 2021 Convention 
  

Sisters Janelle Brooks and Pat Haase happily learning together. 
                                                       Lorna Berlinguette and Ruth Gleave 
                                invite members to join them at the 

                                              next  Convention. 
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