The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

DKG ALBERTA NEWS
Volume 44 Number 3

Alberta Canada

Spring 2022

PRESIDENTS’ PAGE
Sheila MacKay &
Anne Clifford
Our Journey Together -

Resiliency, Renewal, Revitalization
June is the month that we greet with renewal and
revitalization on our minds. It is our confidence that
you are keeping healthy and happy during this
continuing COVID pandemic. Now, we hear there is
a new virus called “monkey pox”. We have to keep hale and hardy so we can continue to enjoy our
life and keep up with our jobs and obligations by Resiliency, Renewal, Revitalization.
However, the long days and the beauty of the flowers that are starting to bloom encourage us to
move forward with our goals so that DKG Alberta and the Chapters can meet the needs of our
member educators and students.
There have been many Zoom sessions offered in the last few months. Here are a few we
attended/will attend:
1. Beverly Hall, Tennessee, presented The Power of Unity - The Power of One. Dr. Hall
provided information on the 11 Steps to Create Unity and Loyalty, Advantages of Unity, and
Creating Safe Places. It clarified diversity and proposed thought-provoking questions, future
actions and how to work collaboratively to unify chapters and build membership.
2. Mary Zirkelbach has done several Zoom sessions on Communications and Marketing. She
is the NW member on the International Communications and Marketing Committee.
Date

Topic

Presenter

Link to Register
(Zoom Link will be Emailed)

Resource files
for topics

June 11*
10:0011:00 am

Social
Media
101

Jacqueline
S

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting
/register/tZEuf2hrTMqHtOWtAdbhrDq5hMCmw
qQx-7r

Access to apps
such as
Facebook,
Instagram, and
Twitter

1

DKG Alberta members are looking forward to the International Convention in New Orleans. This
year’s convention will be held at the Sheraton Hotel on Canal Street from July 12 through to the
17th There will be amazing keynote speakers, informational workshops and we have the
opportunity to vote on society business. The bonus is that we get to meet members from around
the world. The food menu looks interesting with beignets, gumbo, local wine, MLK cheesy bread,
catfish and crab cakes. In addition, there is great jazz and blues music. New Orleans is rich in
cuisine and culture. We will get an opportunity to try out our Alberta French with the Acadian
French spoken in New Orleans. International President Becky Sadowski invites us to connect and
collaborate for DKG’s future and reminds us that “every member counts … and we want you to be
there!”
Leadership North (Lorna Berlinguette and Janet Clark) and Leadership South (Sherrie MacRae are
working on the final details of the upcoming Canmore Event. “Inspired Leadership from Heart and
Mind” is the theme of the DKG Alberta Leadership/Wellness Seminar being held Tuesday, August
9 to Wednesday, August 10, 2022. We have Kerry Black and Dr. Diana Steinhauer doing sessions
on “Leadership” and Carolyn Kimoto and Randy McLeod will be doing sessions on “Wellness”.
Please register soon.
Anne and I attended the Beta’s breakfast on March 26. Dr. Huoda Elgahwagi related her story from
being a doctor in Libya to life in the USA with her 4 children. She subsequently moved to Canada
and is now a dermatologist in Calgary.
Alpha, Gamma, and Eta Chapters celebrated Founders Day on May 28 at the Millwoods Golf Club.
The guest speaker was Salma Lakhani AOE who is the 19th lieutenant governor of Alberta.
Beta Chapter celebrated Founders Day on May 25 at the Heather Glen Golf Club in Calgary.
Speaker Michelle Ranger is a proud Métis woman in the Position of Innovative Practice at Calgary
Board of Education as a system principal for Indigenous Education.
The DKG Society International has a new address:
Suite 230
12710 Research Blvd
Austin TX 78759 USA
Please keep Ukraine in your thoughts and prayers. Alpha’s “Jane
Churchill Project” has been deferred as the orphanage is gone and
the owner and the children are on their way to Canada.
Anne and I would like to wish you a restful and relaxing summer.
Thank you for all the hard work you do for this Society.
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“I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it was
always June?”
L. M. Montgomery (Anne of Green Gables)

WELCOME TO OUR NEW CHAPTER PRESIDENTS!
Janet Jack

2022-2024 Beta President

I am a 4th generation, native Calgarian - my parents grew up
across the street from each other in Ramsey and my grandparents
were friends and neighbours for many years. I was very fortunate
to have known and have had loving relationships with all my
grandparents well into adulthood.
I completed all of my schooling in Calgary, from Acadia
Elementary, through RT Alderman Jr. High and Lord Beaverbrook
High School. I attended and graduated from the U of C with two
years in the Environmental Design program under my belt, (which
I really did not enjoy), and in in just over 2 more years (going through spring and summer) I
completed my B Ed degree with 3 majors: Early Childhood Education, Reading and Writing. I
began teaching in 1983 in High River at our private ECS. We had 100-150 ECS students come
through our doors every year until Mr. Klein cut funding for ECS (1993-1994) and the Foothills
School Division incorporated ECS into their programing. They got me in the process. I then worked
for the Foothills School Division for over 20 years in various schools. I was very happy to end my
teaching career back in High River at Spitzee Elementary. I retired after 34 years of teaching in
2017.
After the big flood in High River in 2013, I was very happy to meet a wonderful lady named Sandy
Kivi who brought donations and gift cards totalling $500 to me as another teacher and I were
organizing a material drive for teachers who lost everything in the flood. I then learned about DKG
and the wonderfully positive women educators in Calgary and worldwide. I came to a meeting to
a Beta Chapter meeting to thank this remarkable group and stayed!
Since my retirement I have started my own company: Reading Success Studio and I tutor students
throughout the year. I am also a fairly new Grandparent to a very busy 2 year old boy who keeps
me, my husband Rick, his uncle Keiran and his parents, Nevan and Megan, running after him and
laughing. In my down minutes, I love to read, I knit and crochet and in the summers, I camp with
my husband, family, and friends.
I am sincerely looking forward to this next DKG biennium, to learning a lot and to offering what I
can to our Beta Chapter and to our Provincial and International organizations. I thank the
members who have confidence in me to nominate me for this position, and to the many women
who have offered their support and expertise to support me as I take this new position on.
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Carol Klass

2022-2024 Alpha Co-President

I started teaching at Leduc Junior High School in 1965. The following year I moved to Edmonton
to complete my degree while teaching part time with the Edmonton Catholic Schools.
Throughout the years, while teaching Grades 7 through 12 with ECS, I was given many wonderful
opportunities. To name a few:
• several positions as department head of Physical Education, Inclusive Education, Knowledge
and Employability, Academic Support;
• teaching second year grade 12 students;
• writing Grades 7 to 10 Mathematic Blackline Master books for students who struggled as
well as writing a Teacher Resource book to accompany each level;
• advised, edited and wrote for the Newfoundland Grade 12 Math Trades Program.
At present, I am Second Vice President of Alpha DKG as well as part of the Provincial Membership
Committee. I am also one of the leaders of the On-Line Widow to Widow group and a member of
the Edmonton Antique Car Club.
I am honored to be able to work with Joan Kabotoff, my co-president elect, the Alpha DKG
members as well as other DKG members.

Joan Kabatoff

2022-2024 Alpha Co-President
I am relatively new member of DKG. I retired from teaching 3 years ago.
My career as a Foods/Fashion teacher started at Cartier McGee/Louis St.
Laurent Jr. Sr. High school in 1981. I moved to St. Joseph High School for
my second year and stayed there for twenty-five years as teacher,
Department Head and Administrator. In 2006 I was transferred to Austin
O’Brien High School as a VP where I stayed for six years. After another six
years in administration at St. Joe’s and two knee replacements, I decided to
retire.

As a member of DKG, I have held the position of Provincial Secretary for
two biennia, and VP for Alpha Chapter for the last 2 years. I assisted with reading our World
Fellowship applications for the last several years. I really appreciate being asked to help in that
role and I admire the women who travel from all over the world to the U of A to continue their
education. They are truly amazing women!
I am looking forward to attending the New Orleans Conference this coming July! I attended the
International Conference in Iceland in 2019, and really enjoyed that experience.
My co-president elect Carol Klass and I are looking forward to the upcoming 2 years. We hope to
continue all the good work our friends have done and strive to support our Alberta Presidents,
Sheila and Anne, in their goal of “Resiliency, Renewal and Revitalization”.
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Elaine Whitford

2022-2024 Eta Co-President

Elaine Whitford will be a co-president of Eta chapter for 202224. She was their first president in 1983-85 and has served in
various other roles in her chapter. She has been a member of
the DKG Alberta provincial executive for the past eleven years,
including time as president for two terms from 2017 through
2021.
Elaine was a teacher, counsellor, school administrator and
central services administrator. She worked for Alberta
Education as the provincial coordinator for guidance and
counselling services and ended a 35-year career in education
as associate superintendent. For the next ten years she
worked as an adjunct associate professor at the University of
Alberta and in downtown Edmonton as a psychologist in private
practice.
Elaine is now fully retired and excited about a first grandchild
expected at the end of November.
Elaine and Dianna are looking forward to working together and planning the DKG Alberta Spring
Convention, to be hosted by Eta and held in Sherwood Park.

Dr. Dianna Millard

2022-2024 Eta Co-President
On June 9, 1983, fifteen women educators became charter
members of Eta Chapter in Delta Kappa Gamma. Dianna was
one of those charter members and has been an active member
of DKG ever since.

Dr. Dianna Millard has been actively engaged as an educator,
administrator, leader, and researcher over several decades. She
holds a PhD in Education Policy Studies, a Master of Education,
and a Bachelor of Education from the University of Alberta. She
has a wealth of leadership experience at the school level, school
authority central office level and at the government level. She
has provided leadership and worked collaboratively with
educators, leaders, and key stakeholders provincially, nationally,
and internationally on initiatives related to education research
and innovation to enhance learning opportunities for students.
Since her retirement, Dianna has enjoyed being open to possibilities for new experiences, more
travel with her husband Gordon, more social activities, and more time with grandchildren, family,
and friends. She has continued to follow her passion for learning and connecting with others
through her continued involvement in educational associations, including Edmonton Education
Society, Canadian Education Association, College of Alberta School Superintendents, University of
Alberta Senate, Alberta Teachers’ Association, Elk Island Retired Teachers’ Association, and of
course, Delta Kappa Gamma!
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Sherri Eichhorn

2022-2024 Gamma Co-President

I was born in Edmonton and have lived in Alberta all my life. I
attended the University of Alberta where I met my husband. In
1974, we decided that we wanted our permanent home to be in
Calgary where we lived until 2015. In 2015 we moved to
Edmonton to be closer to our son and three granddaughters.
After moving to Calgary, I finished my education degree and
taught 30 years for the Calgary Board of Education. I was an
assistant principal when I retired in 2001. My hobbies include
playing bridge, reading, birdwatching, traveling, and reading.
DKG has been an important part of my life since I joined Beta
Chapter in 1991. Since becoming a member I have served on
numerous committees at the chapter level and provincial level. It
was an honor and a pleasure to be Beta Chapter president for
two biennia (1996-2000) provincial president (1999- 2001), and
Gamma Chapter president (2016- 2018). I have attended many
provincial conventions, regional conferences, and international conventions - always lots of fun and
very informative!
I am looking forward to working with Sylvia Duffus as Co President of Gamma Chapter.

Sylvia Duffus

2022-2024 Gamma Co-President
Born in Nova Scotia, Sylvia attained her BA from
Dalhousie University and Master of Library Science from
the University of Toronto. She worked as a Public
Librarian in Halifax, at the Saskatchewan Provincial
Library in Regina before finishing her career in the
Edmonton Public Library System (1981-2011) as
Business Librarian in the Information Services Division
(downtown branch). She has held executive positions in
the Greater Edmonton Library Association and was a
member of the Alberta Library Association and the
Canadian Library Association.
She joined DKG, Gamma Chapter in 2005 and has served
as President and Secretary as well as Finance Chair of
DKG Alberta Province since 2011.

She is an active member of the Robertson-Wesley United Church and enjoys singing in the choir.
She is looking forward to serving with Sherri Eichhorn as Co-Chairs, Gamma Chapter, for the next
biennium.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:
SOCIETY BUSINESS
SOCIETY MISSION AND PURPOSES
Bylaws/ Rules – Cynthia Moore
World Fellowship North -

Jeannie Sargent

The Constitution Bylaws/Rules
Committee has prepared a timeline regarding
the revisions process to the DKG Alberta
Bylaws and Standing Rules. The committee
has met every month to review
changes/amendments to the DKG Alberta
Bylaws and Standing Rules.
Please note that the deadline for individual
members, committees and chapters for
submitting proposed amendments to the DKG
Alberta Bylaws and Standing
Rules is November 1, 2022, prior to the DKG
Alberta Convention year, 2023. Proposed
amendments should be sent to Cynthia Moore,
Chair of the Constitution Bylaws /Rules
Committee, cpmoore022@gmail.com

World Fellowship Alberta
North formed a committee to
review the 12 applications
we received from candidates
studying at the University of
Alberta who have applied for our $5000 award.
We had excellent candidates from Kuwait,
China, Nigeria, Iran, Nepal, Turkey, Pakistan,
Colombia, and Lebanon apply. We selected
four students and forwarded their applications
to Austin, Texas. The candidate they chose
was Sobia Idrees from Pakistan.
Sobia will be focusing on Nursing Education,
researching educational standards and
instructors` practices in nursing schools. Sobia
was an instructor in Pakistan and found
diverse issues within nursing education
standards. She needs to obtain the highest
qualifications, a doctorate degree and
expertise to influence policy formulations to
bring change in Pakistan.

Nominations – Elaine Whitford
The committee is comprised of four members,
elected by the provincial membership with one
member from each of the four chapters:
Dr. Shirley Machura
Alpha
Martha Faulkner
Beta
Lori Rand
Gamma
Elaine Whitford (Chair)
Eta
Applications for positions that will be formally
nominated and voted on at the biennial
convention in April 2023 will be provided in the
fall of 2022. Positions that will be open for
nominations include:
President
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President
Secretary
The treasurer is selected by the Executive
Board.
In the meantime, your nominations committee
is thinking about individuals who might be
excellent in each of the four provincial officer
positions for the 2023-2025 biennium.

We hope to have Sobia attend our ETA fall
meeting.
Our past student studying at the U. of A.,
Neelam Punjani, from Pakistan, is a delightful
young woman, studying the sexual health of
girls and young women, such as menstruation,
sexuality, power over one`s body and early
marriage. She is nearing the end of her
studies and is anxious to share her research
findings with the health care system in
Pakistan.
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DKG Gamma Chapter Edmonton’s 13th Annual Author’s Breakfast
Saturday, February 5, 2022, 10:30 A.M.
Ted Bishop, author of The Social Life of Ink and

Riding with Rilke: Reflections on Motorcycles and Books
From sea to sea and even Utah 80 people Zoomed in to hear author
Ted Bishop. Technical wonders went further. Ted was accompanying
his son at a ski competition and spoke from Red Deer.
He shared interesting details about his two books. In Riding with Rilke,
he zoomed even further--around North America . He pursued wonders,
literary treasures, particularly in Austin at its wonderful historical
libraries.
In The Social Life of Ink, he delved into history chasing information
about the development of ink. This talk was accompanied by lots of
interesting artifacts.
Next February the author at Gamma's Author's Breakfast is the U of A's Norma Dunning, the
Governor General's winner of her Tannia and several other short story books about life as an Inuit
living in Canada's south.

DKG Beta Chapter presented local author Laurel Deedrick-Mayne
Saturday, April 30, 2022
The Beta chapter Author Talk was very successful - highly enjoyable and informative. Members
from Beta chapter, other DKG Chapters in Alberta, plus family and friends were present We
would like to thank all who attended the talk.
Laurel spoke eloquently about the three magic events that propelled her into writing her book,

A Wake for the Dreamland - a particular Remembrance Day, a 60th anniversary exhibit at the

Edmonton Armory for the Italian campaign in which the Edmonton Regiment was involved, and
discussions with veterans who were part of that campaign. Interwoven into the information about
the campaign are the lives of three friends in World War II.
Laurel discussed the extensive research for her book which included interviewing veterans,
travelling to Ottawa for research and going on a battlefield tour in Italy. One of the veterans,
retaining a sense of humour, told Laurel that she could use his story in her book as long as he
was raised to a higher rank! Laurel spoke of the importance of exploring our own histories to
understand ourselves and the world better.
Laurel also highlighted When Days are Long, based on the memoirs of her great aunt, Amy Wilson.
Amy was a nurse serving Indigenous people in northern BC and Yukon. Her participation in a race
against time to reach a remote camp stricken by diphtheria is recounted in this story.
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Arts and Humanities Liaison – Cynthia Clarke

March 20, 2022
Dear Cynthia,
Congratulations! The DKG International Arts and Humanities Jury thanks you for being among the
DKG Gallery of Fine Arts entrants of the January 15 – February 15, 2022 submission period. Your
watercolor submission, ‘Garden “Stand- Outs”’, has been accepted into the DKG Fine Arts
Gallery.
We anticipate the unveiling of the new DKG Fine Arts
Gallery by mid-April. Your work will be displayed on the
gallery for six months, after which it will be archived for two
years.
We have had great interest in the Art Gallery and consider it
to be an especially important venture for the Society. Again,
congratulations on your accomplishments.
Sincerely,
DKG International Arts & Humanities Jury
Stacey Chicoine, Chair
Carol Ann Casey
Roxanne Lagarde
Irene Maskaly
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2023 Conferences
Michigan – Detroit, July 11-16, 2023
The Westin Book Cadillac
Arizona – Phoenix, July 18-22, 2023
Sheraton Wild Horse Pass
Finland – Tampere, July 26-29, 2023
Tampere Hall
Future DKG International Conventions:
National Harbor, Maryland (D.C. Area) - 2024
Aurora, Colorado - 2026

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

DKG ALBERTA NEWS, ALBERTA

Published Fall, Winter, Spring
Editors: Heather Hill heathermhill@shaw.ca
Alice Halvorsen eahalvorsen@shaw.ca

10

PHOTO GALLERY OF THE MAY 28TH 2022 BREAKFAST DKG NORTH

The Honorable Salma Lakhani, Lt. Governor of Alberta speaking at the Edmonton Founders’ Day breakfast

Lorna Berlinguette

DKG Alberta co-president Anne Clifford
DKG Alberta co-president Sheila McKay
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Alison Oakley-Edgelow, Jill Usher, Dr. Shirley Machura

Lorna Berlinguette, Barbara Jonnson, Alberta Lieutenant Governor Salma
Lakhani

Folks enjoying fellowship at the Founders’ Day gathering

12

Hats off to our Founders! 12 Beta Chapter members did a lovely
tribute to our 12 DKG founders at our May Founder’s Day banquet
at Heather Glen Golf Club in Calgary.

Tannis Helmcken, Sherrie MacRae, Betty Rose
Lesley McDevitt

Janet Jack, Sharon Retallack,
Susan Fuerbringer

Sherrie MacRae, Erin Retallack, Marilyn deWaal
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Inspired Leadership From Heart and Mind
Alberta DKG has a treat in store! On August 9 and 10, 2022 we will have a fun-filled,
inspirational two days in the holiday destination location, Canmore, in the heart of the
Rockies.
At the lovely Coast Hotel Canmore, on three acres of land and only a five-minute walk
from downtown, we will eat, relax, get to know each other, and attend sessions on
Indigenous practices, leadership development, conflict resolution, yoga, Qigong, and a
guided nature walk.
This is a leadership/wellness experience designed for educators, and you’re
encouraged to bring friends who might be interested in learning about DKG by
enjoying time with us.
It’s a step away from the usual leadership seminar we have in August. It’s for
everyone to relax and get inspired.
At a cost of only $120, which includes breakfast, lunch, and snacks both at night and
during the day, it’s a real-meal deal.
Please plan to attend and talk it up with your friends.
Thank you to our sponsors:
DKG Alberta & Chapters
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INSPIRED LEADERSHIP FROM HEART AND MIND SEMINAR
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9 and WEDNESAY, AUGUST 10, 2022
SPEAKER INFORMATION:
1. Kerry Black: Approaching Conflict with Grace
Kerry is an Educator and Leadership Coach working with people in
organizations to become more engaged, inclusive, and effective. Her
approach is strengths-based, built on the sturdy foundation of people’s
natural abilities, inspiring them to be the best they can be. She was
employed for over 30 years with the Calgary Board of Education, where
she taught and designed curriculum, was a school Principal, hired
educators, and mentored new and aspiring leaders. Currently, she works
as a coach in private practice and with Better Up. She is proud to be a
University Consultant with Ambrose University.
Kerry has a Master’s degree in Teaching and Learning, and holds
Canadian Human Resources Professional designation. She is certified to
facilitate several programs that offer individuals, teams and leaders a
springboard into deeper insights, to increase their skills and engage their employees, including
Coaching Out of the Box®, Personal Strengths/Strength Deployment Inventory®,
Conversational Intelligence®, Emotional Intelligence®, Positive Intelligence®, The Circle Way,
and Playing Big®. Kerry is a member of DKG Alberta Beta Chapter.

2. Dr. Diana Steinhauer: Leadership and Wellness: Indigenous Practices
Dr. Diana Steinhauer, Nehiyaw/Cree, of onihcikiskwapiwinihk in Treaty No. 6
Territory, is an educator with 30 years of experience in teaching, curriculum
development, and administration in K-12 schools and post-secondary
institutions. Most importantly, she is a mother and first teacher of her two
children. She currently serves as the President of Yellowhead Tribal College.
Diana completed her Doctorate in iyiniw pimātisiwin kiskeyitamowin
(Indigenous Peoples Knowledge) at University Blue Quills. She is particularly
grateful to Elders and Knowledge Keepers who have guided and mentored her
in the ancestral knowledge and ways of being as a kise iskwew. Recognizing
the value and work of iyiniw pimātisiwin, Diana’s work as a change agent in language,
education, and governance is grounded upon her late father’s adage, pimātisîtotetân
kimiyikowisiwininaw, ‘Let us live life the way our
Creator intended for us to live’.
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3. Caroline Kimoto: Qigong for Work/Life Balance
Caroline’s curiosity about wellness and the human body led her to study
exercise physiology at the University of Victoria where she received her
Master’s Degree. When working as an exercise therapist with those who
suffered chronic pain from injury, she noticed the effect of mind, emotion,
and spirit on a patient’s recovery. This fueled her desire to learn about
non-physical components of healing such as psychology and alternative
healing modalities.

4. R. Randy McLeod - BSc, B.Ed.: Fishing is Fun!

Randy is an international education consultant, environmental
education trainer (Project Wild), a certified trail guide with the
Outdoor Council of Canada, a BC iRide certified instructor, and a
CABO basketball official who loves the outdoors.
Be prepared to explore the outdoors from a new perspective. Wear
comfortable clothes and walking shoes.

Photo by Kym MacKinnon: spring sunset over
Policeman’s Creek, shot from downtown Canmore
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Inspired Leadership From Heart and Mind August 9-10, 2022
Date:
Location:

August 9-10, 2022
Coast Canmore Hotel and Conference Centre
511 Bow Valley Trail,
Canmore, Alberta

Guest Room Block for DKG Leadership/Wellness Seminar, Phone: 403-678-3625. Cut-off date
Monday, May 9, 2022 to get DKG rate. Coast Comfort Rooms (two queen beds or 1 King bed)
Single/ Double room rate @ $249.00. Each additional adult occupying the same room is $20.00 per
night.

Name: ___________________________________________

Date: ________________

Member ☐ Chapter:_____________

Non-Member: ☐

E-mail: _______________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
Registration Fee - Prior to June 01, 2022 - $90.00
$_________
Late registration after June 01, 2022 - $120.00 $_________
Payment by cheque ☐

or e-transfer ☐

Food Restrictions: _____________________________ Special Needs: ___________________
Send registration form to Jana Hopper at janahopper@shaw.ca or via mail to Jana Hopper
8420 Ashworth Rd. S.E. Calgary, Alberta T2H 1P9
Payment can be made by cheque made out to DKG Beta Chapter or an e-transfer to dkgcon2019@gmail.com.
I _____________________________________________ hereby grant permission to DKG Alberta to create,
copy, reproduce, exhibit, publish or distribute my image. I understand that the above user may include but are
not limited to video, photographs, websites, multimedia programs or other types of promotional medium
existing now or in the future.
_________________________________________
Signature

___________________
Date
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