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Welcome back to another year in DKG. We have a number of new members 
which is exciting.  Our chapters have planned a variety of activities for the 
coming year.  Alpha will have a speaker on fraud from the Edmonton Police 
Service. Beta will invite early educators to their Christmas gathering to begin 
supporting them in their work. Eta members will spend a morning preparing 
muffins for the Mustard Seed community. Gamma will have two speakers, 
Abigail and Katelyn, from the U of A sharing information about the Alberta 
Satellite Project, in which they are designing two payloads which will fly on 
satellites scheduled for 2021. 
 
Alpha Chapter will host the Joint Chapters Breakfast on November 16 with 
Blake Loates sharing her story related to mental health.  Registration forms 
have been sent out but can be requested from Alice Halvorsen at 
eahalvorsen@shaw.ca. Gamma Chapter will hold their Author’s Breakfast 
on February 1st, and Eta Chapter will host a Joint Chapters Founders’ Day in 

May, 2020.  Beta Chapter has begun a mentorship program with the Education Faculty at Ambrose 
University which may lead to our first collegiate members. 
 
Our Leadership event in Red Deer on August 16 was organized by Lorna Berlinguette (Gamma) and Debbie 
Johnston (Beta). Edna Dach (Eta) presented “We are All Leaders” which challenged us to assess our own 
leadership competencies, describe the strengths and challenges that we bring to DKG, create a leadership 
plan and explore our leadership values.  A highlight was a short video by Dr. Margaret Ann Armour who had 
been a speaker for DKG in the past. 
 
Our fall executive meeting was held in Red Deer on September 28.  We welcomed Joan Kabotoff (Alpha) as 
recording secretary, Jeannie Sargent (Eta) as World Fellowship chair (north), Janet Jack (Beta) as 
Leadership chair (south), and Cynthia Moore (Beta) as chair of Bylaws and Standing Rules. Jackie 
Symbaluk (Eta) was recognized for the many years she has chaired this latter committee. 
 
Sherrie MacRae, on behalf of Beta chapter, provided a financial statement from the spring conference in 
Calgary; the chapter repaid the $750 loan from the province as well as a $418 profit from the conference.  
The silent auction raised $627 for our Canadian Project, ArtsCan Circle, and the provincial executive voted 
to support the recommendation that an additional $440 that individuals did not claim as expenses also be 
donated to ArtsCan. 
 
Other motions approved by the provincial executive set the provincial fee for collegiate members at half the 
amount for active members and raised the active member dues to $30 a year from $27. The executive also 
raised the reserve member dues to $15 a year.  All three of these motions will be brought forward to the 
total membership at the 2021 DKG Alberta convention to be held in Edmonton and will need to be approved 
by members before being implemented. 
 
As we continue to be Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide, let us remember: 
One book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can change the world.    Malala Yousafz 
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Des Moines, Iowa – Elaine Whitford 
The International Speakers’ Fund (ISF)  
 
Dr. Adriana Fishta-Bejko and Betty Rose co-
presented a dynamic session on the ISF.  Adriana 
began by describing her adventures as a speaker. 
She submitted an application to speak on 
‘Teaching Everybody’s Children’. which focused 
on helping children of refugees and immigrants 
master English as Another Language.  Adriana 
said it was her area of expertise and passion, and 
that she “was lucky” to have chosen a topic that 
was of interest to other DKG members. 
 
Adriana was chosen to speak at the Michigan 
state conference, which she did.  The international 
representative at that conference was a woman 
from England who went home and recommended 
Adriana for their state conference in Great Britain.  
Adriana next went to England to speak, where she 
was hosted in one of the member’s homes and 
shown the sights, including Leeds Castle.  The 
European Area Representative was at that 
conference and asked that Adriana be approved 
to come to the European International Conference 
in Amsterdam. 
Adriana spoke engagingly about her wonderful 
travels and the friends she had made. The woman 

who had hosted her in Great Britain was coming 
to Manitoba to visit with a friend; they called 
Adriana to see if she could recommend hotels for  
a trip to the Rockies.  She invited them to stay 
with her in Calgary.  The three of them were 
dining in the revolving restaurant of the Calgary 
Tower the night that Calgary flooded in 2013, and 
they watched the rising water from their dining 
table. 
Betty is a member of the ISF committee, as part of 
her duties on the International Administrative 
Board.  She encouraged people to apply to be an 
international speaker and talked about the 
benefits for both speakers and the Society.   
 
Speakers are not chosen to speak in their own 
country but visit other countries; with seventeen 
countries currently in DKG, there are plenty of 
places to go.  Betty stressed that speakers who 
have a topic that is current are more likely to be 
selected.  One could look for “buzz words” in DKG 
publications such as the Collegial Exchange to 
see what topics might be of interest to other DKG 
members. Appointments to the ISF are for two 
years; members may apply for a second term 
after a break of seven years.  The fund pays for 
travel of speakers, and the requesting DKG group 
provides accommodation and meals.   
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Carolyn King has been an ISF speaker, and 
Cynthia Moore is currently an ISF speaker, and 
recently returned from speaking in Costa Rica. 
 
The 2019 Canadian Forum -  Betty Rose 

 
The 
Canadian 
Forum 
2019 was 
historic: 
we have 
never 
before 
held a 
Canadian 
Forum in 

Europe, nor three Forums at three international 
conferences in the same year.  I had the privilege 
as Forum Chair, of participating in all three: 

Des Moines, Iowa - July 11, 2019 
Reykjavik, Iceland - July 27, 2019 
Mashantucket, CT - August 1, 2019 

 
Alberta was well represented at the three forums: 
seven attended in Iowa, including first timer, 
Adriana Bejko (Beta);three attended in Iceland, 
including first timer, Joan Kabotoff (Alpha). 
Connecticut was represented by ARC and Forum 
Chair, Betty Rose (Beta). 
 
Foremost in the minds of many Alberta members 
is the halting of the approval of International 
Honorary Membership for Chief Justice Beverley 
McLachlin.  In spite of the approval received 
(along with Dolly Parton) by the International 
Administrative Board and the International 
Executive Board, Beverley McLachlin’s honorary 
membership was overturned as a result of the 
change in the definition of ‘active’ membership at 
the 2018 Convention.   
 
A proposed (draft) constitutional amendment was 
discussed at all three forums, as follows: 
Re Article III.B.3. Honorary Membership 
An honorary member shall be a woman whose 
primary career was or is in a profession other than 
education, and who has rendered notable service 
to education or to women and is elected to 
honorary membership in recognition of such 
service. 
 
The matter became more complicated when, at 
the Canadian Forum in Connecticut, President 

Daugherty issued a challenge to Canadian 
members to create a ‘new category,’ such as a 
Woman of Distinction Citation.  
  
Two ad hoc committees were established (Iowa) 
and (Connecticut) to explore: 
a) the feasibility of President Daugherty’s ‘new 
category’ and  
b) to further study and refine the wording of the 
rationale in support of our proposed amendment.   
 
Thank you to the Alberta participants at the 
Canadian forums and the 16 participating 
members at the Alberta Leadership Seminar 
(August 16, 2019) for their insights and words of 
wisdom expressed on this issue. The final 
proposed amendment and rationale  re Article 
III.B.3. will be submitted to the International 
Constitution Committee by October 1, 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 
Des Moines, 
Iowa - 
Cynthia 
Moore 
 
The 2019 
DKG 
International 
Leadership 
Conference, 
July 10-12, in 
Des Moines, 
Iowa, was well 
organized and 
structured with 
general 

sessions, workshops, takeaways, personal 
interaction and refreshing, motivating keynote 
speakers throughout. 
With leadership being one of the tenets of DKG, 
this inaugural Leadership Conference felt so 
integrated and all the sessions fit together 
beautifully. Perhaps having DKG members from 
other regions with similar interests in leadership 
contributed to the continuous connections at the 
conference. It felt like we were all part of a 
“leadership team” rather than a “group of DKG 
members.”  
“Right here! Right now!” (concepts from Susan 
Leahy’s Leadership Boot Camp).  
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All of the sessions built on each other which left 
me with a cohesive understanding of leadership 
and education, both personally and professionally. 
Overall, it was a stress-free, participatory 
professional development opportunity that exuded 
connectedness, passion for education, positive 
energy, and fun, definitely fun! The Leadership 
Conference was another outstanding DKG event 
with special thanks to the Iowa State Organization 
and Dr. Donna Niday, Northwest Regional 
Director.  

 
Des Moines, Iowa – Lesley McDevitt 
 
I attended the workshop The ISF 
Experience—Why Become an International 
Speaker?  presented by Betty Rose and Dr. 
Adriana Fishta-Bejko. Betty, our Area 
Representative for Canada explained that 
the ISF was established in 1982 and 
created to facilitate the exchange of Society 
speakers among member countries. Any 
DKG member can apply  and the benefits 
include sharing, traveling, learning, inspiring 
and having fun. She explained how to apply 
and that travel expenses were covered. 
 
Adriana, an International Speaker and 
recently appointed Albanian Ambassador to 
the World, talked about her personal 
experiences in Michigan, England and 
Amsterdam. She values  her new 
friendships and enjoys learning about new 
cultures and sharing her expertise with 
others. She says she will treasure her great 
memories and is humbled to have been 
chosen as an International Speaker. 
 
So, if you want to share your expertise, 
travel and meet new people, then consider 
applying to become a DKG International 
Speaker. Remember, we are all leaders. 
 
 
Des Moines, Iowa – Margaret Brucker 

 
I chose the Canadian Forum.  I feel that it’s 
important to have time for Canadians to get 
together to discuss projects, difficulties, 
celebrations and proposed new projects 
and directions. 
It was interesting to see the report from the 
2017 Northwest Regional Conference in 

Spearfish, South Dakota, as I had attended 
the N.E. Regional in Windsor, Ontario. 

 
It is a great opportunity to meet new 
Canadian Chapter presidents, one being 
Margie Goodin from New Brunswick.  New 
ideas are shared, for example, Donna-Faye 
Madhosingh (BC) has an article on the 
need for a name change for our Society 
coming to International in 2020. 

 
Other topics of interest were the sharing of 
information regarding  Honorary 
Membership for Beverley McLachlin and the 
Canadian Project ArtsCan Circle.  
Workshops for music and art at 
Attawapiskat and Gjoa Haven are 
something for Canadian DKG members to 
be proud of supporting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Des Moines, Iowa – Adriana Fishta Bejko 
I really enjoyed and learned a lot in the 
session on Educational Foundation 
presented by Kay Clawson and Sheila 
MacKay.  The two trustees shared how 
grants from DKG Educational Foundation 
can be used to provide leadership 
opportunities and outlined the application 
process.  It was very informative to listen to 
former recipients sharing how the various 
funds have helped with their leadership 
career path.  The focus of this workshop 
was on learning how the Educational 
Foundation funds seminars, professional 
development and projects.  Moreover, it 
was such an inspiration to see how Sheila 
represented Alberta with such dignity during 
difficult times. 
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Des Moines, Iowa – Phyllis Molyneux 
 
This year’s conferences were based on 
themes.  I chose to attend the Leadership 
International Conference in Des Moines, 
Iowa.  I was interested in attending for 
many reasons: a workshop on Training for 
EEC Chairs (the position on the provincial 
executive that I hold), an opportunity to 
connect with DKG members from other 
regions, and a chance to explore Des 
Moines, a city I had never visited before.  
 
 I enjoyed a wonderful week!  I heard some 
different ideas on leadership, ate some 
delicious food at Iowa night (products of 
Iowa), talked with some amazing DKG 
members, enjoyed the Canadian Forum, 
Canadian party, “We are Leaders” 
luncheon, closing banquet and exploring a 
wonderful city. 

 

 
 
 
Des Moines, Iowa – Sheila MacKay 
 
DKGEF:  Money for Leadership!  
                DKG Educational Foundation 
 
I presented this session along with Kay 
Clauson.  I detailed information on: 

1) The Cornetet Seminar Professional 
Development (CSPD) 

2) The Cornetet Individual Professional 
Development (CIPD) and 

3) Projects. 
 
I explained how members could apply for 
each opportunity. We had 3 recipients 
speak to the audience.  They described the 
application process and how they used the 
money they received from the Foundation. 
 
There was an opportunity for the attendees 
to ask questions.  Members were 
concerned that they had applied more than 
once and did not receive any feedback on 
why they weren’t selected.  We pointed out 
that the process is competitive, and we 
receive many, many applications for each 
category. We suggest some strategies for 
writing successful applications. 
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Reykjavik, Iceland – Debbie Johnston 
  
 Attending the 2019 Professional Research & 
Practices International Conference in Iceland was 
truly an opportunity of a lifetime.  There were 
members from all areas of Europe as well as 
Canada, the USA and Latin America.  It was 
interesting to see the different ways that the 
conference was organized.  Each general session 
included at least 2 speakers who shared the 
research they were working on as well explaining 
how it is being used to shape their own teaching 
practices.   
 
The workshops and take aways covered many 
topics and were well presented by the members of 
DKG.  I am very interested in “Personality Typing” 
and was impressed with the presentation by a 
fellow Canadian, Sylvie Bastien-Doss from 
Quebec.  Her presentation was in two parts and 
we learned about the DISC Human Behaviour 
Model.  She was a dynamic speaker and included 
the audience in all aspects of her presentation.   
 
Another highlight for me was seeing my fellow 
LMS sister Bjorg Nackling from Norway receive 
the European Achievement Award.  Following the 
conference, I was able to spend 6 days on a self-
directed driving tour with my DKG sister, Pat 
Bennett-Forman from Washington state.   
 
International Conference in Iceland: 
Professional Research and Practices 
Joan Kabatoff 
 
My husband and I decided to visit Iceland a few 
days prior to the conference. It is quite an 
interesting country -  very progressive and even 
though it has a long history, it is really a 
contemporary place. Prior to the conference we 

stayed close to the center of Reykjavik and were 
able to walk to downtown, to shopping and to the 
harbour areas. The Hop On Hop Off bus tour 
highlighted spots that we could see in the city. It 
was very informative, and we spent one whole 
day using the bus tour to visit a variety of very 
interesting locations.  
In addition, we enjoyed visiting the Blue Lagoon, 
took the Golden Circle Tour to see geysers, 
Pingvellir National Park, the Gullfoss waterfall and 
the Secret Lagoon. Icelanders love their 
natural hot pools! 
The title of the conference, Professional Research 
and Practices, was of interest to me because I 
wanted to learn how other parts of the world are 
looking at education and student involvement. 
Many times, the workshop and keynote speakers 
referenced that education systems have not 
changed over the last century, yet we must 
prepare students for a world that is changing at 
such a rapid pace. The young educators that 
spoke were very inspiring, reinforcing that 
students must be actively involved in their studies.  
 
Collaboration among professionals is key to 
ensuring only best practices are being delivered in 
our schools and classrooms. Students need to 
develop inquiring minds, acquire social 
intelligence skills and be creative! 
 
Not only were the sessions very informative, the 
social activities planned for the delegates 
were much appreciated. On Thursday just before 
the Canadian Delegate Welcome Party, we toured 
a small area of Reykjavik hosted by an Icelandic 
DKG member. She took us to the residence of 
one of the original DKG members, and it was an 
awesome 
opportunity to hear 
her speak of her 
time in the 
organization and 
her life in general. 
We saw many 
statues along the 
way. 
On Friday evening, 
we visited a golf 
course for an 
evening of local 
food and entertainment. Saturday`s Grand Dinner 
provided many laughs and enjoyable 
entertainment.
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Chapter Presidents’ Reports 
 
Alpha – Cathy Schultz 
 
Number of members – 22 
Reserve members – 6 
New members – 1 
 
A few things we have been a part of last year: 
volunteer activities including a guest speaker who 
was volunteering in Guinea Bissau. Some 
members were involved in International Women’s 
Day as well as our convention. Our group hosted 
the Founder’s Day event last May. 
 
Some activities we are planning for this year: 
Edmonton Police service guest speaker (on fraud), 
focus on World Fellowships and ‘Regain your 
Brain’ speaker are a few of our events. 
 
We have started preparations for our November 
Joint Chapters Breakfast. Save the date notices for 
November 16 have already been sent out. Our 
focus is on Mental Health and our speaker, Blake 
Loates, will share her story. 
 
Beta – Sherrie MacRae 
 

• Our first meeting of this term will be a 
breakfast buffet on September 21st.  A 
highlight will be sharing from summer 
regional conferences and welcoming a new 
member to our chapter. 

• During this year we will address various 
aspects of DKG as a review and for the 
benefit of our new members. 

• Beta has inducted five new members since 
last May bringing our chapter membership 
to fifty active members and one reserve 
member.  Jackie Cuppy has transferred her 
membership to Epsilon Sigma Chapter in 
California.  

• Beta Chapter is becoming involved with the 
mentorship program Education Faculty at 
Ambrose University.  Our first meeting will 
be in October.  As President of the 
Chapter, I have been asked to sit on their 
Advisory Committee as a link to the 
mentorship program. 

• We have been asked to support RESET 
Society’s annual scholarship fundraiser in 

November by supplying volunteers and 
baking. RESET is the former Servants 
Anonymous. 

• We will identify some early educators to 
introduce to our members at the December 
Christmas gathering. 

• World Fellowship  - We will be meeting with 
the University of Calgary in October to 
speak about the Fellowship and application 
process many different capacities. 

Eta – Jill Usher 
 
At present we have 52 members in our chapter.  
Our final meeting for the last DKG year was a 
brunch held at the Sawmill Restaurant in 
Sherwood Park in June with twenty-five plus 
members in attendance.  
In August the events planning committee met to 
plan events for the upcoming year. Member 
suggestions for events for the 2019/20 year were 
discussed and used to plan for an exciting year of 
events focusing on personal growth, fellowship and 
service. 
 
Proposed events for the 2019/20 year include: 

• demonstration/cooking class on using an 
‘instant pot’ with Blue Flame Kitchen 

• second annual book club 
• our annual and well received “Guess Who’s 

Coming to Dinner” 
• an introduction to brush pen lettering 
• a ‘paint night’ for those with an artistic bent  
• a local high school theatrical performance 
• a games night  
• a morning providing support for Mustard 

Seed community preparing muffins 

We will continue to support: 
• Sherwood Park Women’s Shelter 
• new Canadian project, ARTSCAN CIRCLE 
• HER International 
• Reading support for early learners 
• DKG provincial/regional events - Joint 

Breakfast, Author’s Breakfast, Founders’ 
Day    

Our first supper meeting will take place on 
September 30th. Members will:  

• Confirm events for the year 
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• Vote on a refresh plan for our Grant 
program for a university student   

• Select and form a committee to plan for the 
Eta hosted May Founders’ Day luncheon  

We look forward to a year filled with fun, fellowship 
and a commitment to personal and professional 
growth.  
 
 
Gamma – Lorna Berlinguette and Barb Jonsson 
 
Lorna and I are pleased to share information about 
our Chapter plans for this year that we prepared 
with our members at our September Breakfast 
Meeting. Feel free to attend any meeting that 
interests you! Note: Our meetings are held at 
Robertson Wesley Church, 10209 - 123 Street, 
Edmonton, unless otherwise indicated. 
 

• Oct. 1 at 7:00 pm Abigail Hoover and 
Katelyn Ball, U. of A. speaking about The 
Alberta Satellite Project, designing two 
payloads that will fly on upcoming satellite 
scheduled to launch in 2021 

• Nov. 16 Joint Breakfast for Edmonton 
Chapters 

• Dec. 3 at 4:00 pm Christmas Social at 
Sherri's Home --- Mystery Dinner 

• Jan. 7 at 7:00 pm Marilyn Witte and Hans 
will inform us of The Rock Outreach 
Program, offering breakfasts to the 
homeless, family events, and Christian 
fellowship -- Fill a bag with pancake syrup, 
peanut butter, jam, powdered milk or make 
a monetary donation 

• Feb. 1 at 8:00 an Annual Author Breakfast 
Ticketed Event: $20.00 -  available at Joint 
Breakfast Meeting or e-mail a Gamma 
member. Author: Conni Massing, 
“Roadtripping; On the Move with the 
Buffalo Gals” 

• Mar. 3 at 7:00pm speaker to be confirmed 
• April 7 at 7:00 pm ABC Headstart, past and 

present education for young children 
• May Founders Day planned by Eta 
• June 2 Wrap Up the Year at Lorna's Home, 

time to be decided 
• A fieldtrip tour of the Burn and Stroke Unit, 

followed by food, is being planned. 
 

As a group of life-long learners, we have lots of 
meetings planned to continue our learning! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  
 

A Journey  
                      for Life  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                DKG believes in your potential.  
                                 DKG seeks your association.  
                                DKG honors you with membership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

DKG ALBERTA NEWS, ALBERTA 
Published October, March, June 

Editors: Heather Hill  heathermhill@shaw.ca 
           Alice Halvorsen eahalvorsen@shaw.ca 
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Committee Reports – Society Business 
 
Finance – Sylvia Duffus 
 
This year has been a transition year for financial 
reporting to Delta Kappa Gamma Head Office.  
They had required that all fees and dues for the 
2019-20 year be collected in June and those 
monies due to head office be transferred in July.  
This requirement has been fulfilled.  
In late August the Finance Committee (Sylvia 
Duffus, Bea Ceretzke and Elaine Whitford) were 
joined by First Vice-President Phyllis Molyneux to 
prepare a budget for the 2019-2020 year.   
It became apparent that we are spending a great 
deal of money on currency exchange fees.  Now 
might be the time to consider raising our Provincial 
fees to compensate. 

            
 
 
 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Iceland 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Nominations – Betty Rose 
 
The following members have been appointed to 
the nominations committee for the 2019-2021 
biennium.  The representative for Alpha Chapter 
will hopefully soon be filled.     
Betty Rose (Chair) - Beta     
VACANT -  Alpha                                                                                                                        
Jackie Symbaluk -  Eta                       
 Lorna Berlinguette - Gamma  
 
The Nominations Committee will receive 
nominations until December 15, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
   
                        
 

 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 

Iceland 
 
 

Many thanks to all of our photographers who contributed to this 
edition. 



10 
 

Standing Rules – Jackie Symbaluk 
 
Members of the Standing Rules Committee for 2019-2021 are Jackie Symbaluk (Eta), Chairman, Dr. Shirley 
Machura (Alpha), Parliamentarian, Alice Halvorsen (Alpha), and Cyndy Moore (Beta). 

Meetings were held by e-mail, telephone, or fax. 

The Standing Rules and Bylaws are now available on the DKG website and will be updated soon.  The 
intent to make them shorter resulted in reducing them by only one page, but it did clarify many points. 

The goal of DKG continues to be to simplify everything as much as possible to help make it easier for our 
working teachers who are bearing heavy loads and to encourage more of them to join our organization.  
However, there were many changes to the Bylaws resulting from the 2018 Convention in Austin.  A special 
thank you to our new member, Cyndy Moore, who spent many hours helping with the revisions to our State 
Organization Bylaws.   DKG Alberta State Organization has already implemented many of these changes.  I 
list below some of the pertinent changes: 

Article III Membership Section B.   Classification 
4. Collegiate members shall be undergraduate or graduate students who meet the following criteria. 

(1)(2) remains the same and this paragraph is added: 

"When a collegiate member starts her career as a paid educator, she will pay active member dues 
and become an active member.  If a collegiate member does not pursue a career as an educator, her 
membership will expire upon graduation or withdrawal from the education degree program. 

Article IV Finance   Section C.  Payments of Dues and Fees 

We have already implemented this. 

1. The membership year is July 1-June 30.  A member shall pay annual dues and fees no later than 
June 30 for the following fiscal year. 

2. For membership or reinstatement commencing between July 1 and December 31, the member 
shall pay an induction fee (new member only), dues and scholarship fee for the current year.  For 
membership commencing on or after January 1, the member shall pay one-half the international 
membership dues.  Chapter and state organization dues may be pro-rated as the chapter state 
organization determines. 

3.  Immediately thereafter, the state organization and international portion of the dues and fees shall 
be sent to the state organization treasurer. 

4. The international portion of the dues and fees shall be sent between July 1 and Sept. 30. 

5. A member who fails to complete payment of international dues shall be dropped as of October 1.  
This bylaw will take effect in 2019.   

Article IV Finance   Section F. Funds    2. The Scholarship Fund 

a.  Rules regarding state organization scholarships shall be approved by the state organization 
executive board. 

b.    The DKG Alberta State Organization has made the decision to no longer collect scholarship 
fees. 

If there are any questions or comments, please refer to our new set of DKG Alberta State Organization 
Bylaws, Revised August 2019. 
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Membership - 
Lesley McDevitt 
 
In July I attended the 
DKG Leadership 
Conference in Des 
Moines, Iowa.  
I participated in a 
one-day pre-
Conference session 
for State 
Organization 

Membership Chairs. 
One new piece of information is that we can now 
have Collegiate members. 
Collegiate members shall be undergraduate or 
graduate students who meet the following criteria: 

a) Undergraduate student collegiate members 
shall 
—be enrolled in an institution offering an 
education degree and have the intent to 
continue academically and professionally in 
the field of education; 
—and be enrolled in the last two years of 
their undergraduate education degree         

b) Graduate student collegiate members shall 
have graduate standing in an institution 
offering an education degree and have the 
intent to continue academically and 
professionally in the field of education. 

When a collegiate member starts her career as a 
paid educator, she becomes an active member 
and pays full fees. 
Collegiate members are not required to pay 
induction or scholarship fees. State and Chapter 
organizations determine membership dues but first 
the state bylaws must be amended to include 
collegiate member dues. Jackie Symbaluk’s 
committee is working on this. 
Anyone who is or has been employed as an 
educator is to be an active member not a collegiate 
member, e.g.  grad students who are being paid to 
teach. 
 
Another new issue is fees for active members. For 
membership commencing on or after January 1st, 
the member shall pay one half of the International 
membership fees. 
Chapter and State organizations dues may be 
prorated as the Chapter and State organizations 
determine. We will have to decide on the amount 
of these dues. 

So, lots to start thinking about. 
 
According to the information I received at the 
Leadership Conference in Des Moines,  DKG 
Membership has drastically declined from 106,837 
in 2009 to 68,395 in 2018. Total membership in 
Alberta has remained quite steady with 149 
members in 2011-2012 to 140 in 2017-2018.  
Collegiate membership will open up a whole new 
pool of prospective members so that will be a great 
opportunity for DKG to increase its membership 
numbers. 
 
 
Educational Excellence Committee Chair  
Phyllis Molyneux 
 
Congratulations to Beta for hosting a wonderful 
Convention! A summary of the evaluations turned 
in to me are as follows: 

• Venue and food were wonderful. 
• Speakers were knowledgeable and very 

well received 
• Members enjoyed to opportunity Friday 

night to connect with other members. 
• Well organized and events moved along 

smoothly. 
• Appreciated having Betty Rose as our 

International guest and the greetings and 
updates she shared. 

Our next Convention 2021 will be held in 
Edmonton with Gamma and Alpha hosting. 
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Early Career Educators - Barb Percy 
 
After an extremely wet summer, September is 
here, and another school year has started.  
Education is a rewarding career yet has many 
challenges.  This year, in particular, has started out 
to be a potentially difficult year for all those 
connected to the education profession.  The 
political and economic climate, in the province of 
Alberta, is creating hardship and stress, especially 
for our early educators. 
 
Our schools in Alberta have started the year 
without a budget. The following excerpt is from the 
ATA Website: 
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/News%20Room/Issues
/2019-20-School-Board-Budget-
Tracker/Pages/2019-20-School-Board-Budget-
Tracker.aspx  
 
“Following a spring election, the United 
Conservative Party deferred the 2019 provincial 
budget to the fall sitting, leaving many school 
boards with questions about funding for the 
upcoming school year. On June 10, 2019, Finance 
Minister Travis Toews announced the government 
would be funding enrolment growth for K-12 in 
Alberta. Until a formal budget is presented in the 
fall, there are still many unknowns surrounding 
funding for the upcoming school year. 
In the absence of a formal provincial budget, some 
school boards are reacting prematurely to 
uncertain funding by restricting or reducing staff 
numbers.” 
 
School boards are hoping that the funding will 
remain constant at the 2018-2019 level.  Not 
everyone is optimistic.  Many probationary and 
temporary teachers left in June without contracts 
for this year.  In some cases, schools are waiting 
until the budget to hire EA’s and our classrooms 
and teachers are left without the valuable support 
they need.  Visit the ATA website, find the 2019-
2020 School Board Budget Tracker, and follow that 
links to ALL the school boards in Alberta. 
 
In addition, the ‘new curriculum’ looms overhead.  
Is there a need for new curriculum?  Our current 
Alberta curriculum is 8-35 years old.  In some 
cases, the curriculum predates the internet.  In 
2010, the government released the “Inspiring 
Education” documentation.  This was a direction 
education would take to address the inclusive 
classroom, diverse student needs, First Nations, 

Metis, and Inuit, Francophone and encompass 
those changes to our 21st Century schools. 
Teachers work tirelessly on curriculum content, 
competencies, literacy and numeracy 
progressions.  This project was shelved.  Four 
years ago, knowing that curriculum changes were 
needed, the project was taken off the shelves and 
thus the ‘Draft Alberta Curriculum’ was imagined.  
Our current government has paused the 
implementation of this curriculum and has created 
a panel to review this document.  They have, at the 
same time, excluded the ATA from joining them at 
the table.   
 
How does all this impact our Early Educators?  For 
those that did manage to secure or maintain a 
teaching position, they are expected to reflect on 
their pedagogical practices and shift to include 
changes that support the students within our 
current public education system.  These educators, 
like all of us, were taught in predominantly 
traditional classrooms.  How do we support the 
pedagogical shift?  How do we imagine something 
that is outside our personal experiences?  The 
‘New Curriculum’ is currently a K-4 curriculum that 
encompasses ALL subjects.  Implementation will 
require a great deal of planning, preparation and 
educator ‘readiness’.  Are teachers ready for what 
may come? 
 
Our Early Educators are concerned about having 
and securing a job, curricular and pedagogical 
expectations, increased class sizes, teaching split 
grade classes.  These early educators continue to 
feel the pressure to volunteer and run school 
Christmas concerts, track and field days, school 
celebrations, organize intramurals, and offer 
additional student clubs and activities. 
 
It is an interesting world!  We live in changing 
times and unlike the past, our technological 
advancements seem to speed those changes up.  
We can be hopeful and encourage our teachers, 
finding all the positive things our profession has to 
offer, but is that enough?  We are an amazing 
group of Women Educators and collaboratively we 
need to challenge each other to think ‘outside the 
box’ and re-imagine teaching and learning. Our 
collective knowledge and experience are required 
to support those young people coming into the 
education profession. 
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Schools for Africa – Julie Kovatch 
 
This year our Calgary Beta Chapter members’ 
initiative was presented at our May DKG Founder's 
meeting, as well as a brief explanation of the 
fundraising campaign for Schools for Africa. For 
the fundraising program this year, approximately 
30 small glass jars were placed on the tables for 
the members to take home. The jars were 
decorated with a coloured map of Africa on top and 
an instructional tag was attached to encourage 
DKG members to save their change over the next 
few months. A reminder was sent by e-mail to our 
members to bring the jars with their donations to 
the September 2019 DKG meeting. The money 
was collected, and our Beta Chapter Treasurer will 
soon be able to report on the 
success of this 
fundraising initiative. 
100% of the proceeds 
from this fundraiser will 
be designated to our 
Schools for Africa project.  
 
 
 
 
Canadian Project – Bonnie Edgecombe 
 
Canadian DKG chapters and individual members 
continue to support ArtsCan Circle.  Contributions 
are going toward funding travel expenses, 
accommodations, and honorariums for musicians 
who travel to the northern Canadian communities 
to provide workshops for at-risk youth.  
Contributions will also pay for shipping musical 
instruments to these communities.   
The charity is continuing to grow and extend its 
outreach to the most remote communities in 
Canada.  To date, 40 000 harmonicas have been 
given to students, 16 communities have been 
visited and 10 000 children have been impacted.  
In Augusts, in celebration of International Youth 
Day, a team of musicians and songwriters and a 
filmmaking crew traveled to a community in 
Northern Ontario and helped students write, 
compose and perform a song which was made into 
a video and is available on YouTube.  Five trips 
are planned within the next two months.  A hip-hop 
group, an indigenous filmmaker and indigenous 
singer/songwriters will be visiting northern 
communities, holding workshops and building 
relationships with youth and community members.  

Artists will be headed to the Yukon for the first time 
to do workshops. 
DKG Members are reminded that they can get 
more information on this organization by visiting 
https://artscancircle.ca/ Mike Steven’s journey in 
founding ArtsCan Circle is chronicled in the video, 
“A Walk in My Dreams” 
https://vimeo.com/68487020  I would urge 
everyone to view it.  It is heartbreaking yet 
inspirational. 
 
Leadership – Lorna Berlinguette (North) and 
Janet Jack (South) 
 
Eighteen lucky ladies attended the Alberta 
Leadership Seminar for DKG on August 16, 2019. 
They were treated to a lovely lunch by ABC 
Restaurant in Red Deer; but even more important, 
were given food for the mind and soul.  
 
Organized by Debbie Johnston, Chair of 
Leadership South, for the 2017-2019 biennium and 
Lorna Berlinguette, Chair of Leadership North, we 
were treated to an excellent presentation by Edna 
Dach from ETA, who makes nation-wide 
presentations for WinSETT. The title was “We are 
All Leaders,” which she proceeded to amply prove 
in her two-hour presentation. But we were in on the 
action as we were challenged to assess our 
leadership competencies, describe the strengths 
and challenges that we bring to DKG, create a 
leadership plan and compose our leadership 
values. An excellent power point accompanied her 
presentation, a highlight being filmed comments by 
Margaret Ann Armour, recently deceased, who has 
been a speaker for DKG in the past.  
 
Provincial president Elaine Whitford brought us up 
to date on changes at International (and also 
contributed to the planning of the meeting!) and 
provincial treasurer, Bea Ceretzke brought us up to 
speed on changes for treasurers. Her knowledge 
of figures is amazing. 
 
Past provincial president and Canadian Area 
Representative Betty Rose summarized the 
mountain of work and challenges she has faced in 
attempting to nominate Beverley McLachlin, former 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, as 
an honorary member of DKG. 
 
In their comments, attendees shared their insights 
about leadership, the importance of having “Vision, 
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Values and Courage,” and the fact that we are all 
leaders. 
Thank you, Debbie, for all the work you have put 
into being chair of Leadership South. We wish you 
luck in your new role for the province. 
 

Tannis Helmcken 
 
Regardless of who we are, where we live, our 
cultural heritage, or our family background, music 
brings us all together.  It speaks everyone’s 
language all at once!  Is there a better way to unite 
women educators of the world in genuine spiritual 
fellowship than through music? 
 
The duty of the Alberta music chair is to promote 
the use of music at provincial and chapter levels so 
as to increase enjoyment, fellowship, dignity and 
beauty.  By keeping in touch with fellow music 
chairs at the chapter level to share ideas and 
ensure musical resources are up-to-date, the 
music chair facilitates the use of music as an 
integral part of programming at all Alberta 
meetings. 
 
Some people ask, “Why music?”  Andrea Bocelli 
gave a great answer.  He said, “We use music to 
say things we could never say with words.” 
 
Plato also had an inspiring thought about why 
music is so important.  He said, “I would teach 
children music, physics, and philosophy; but most 
importantly music for the patterns in music and all 
the arts are the keys to learning.”   
 
We know the healthy impact music has on our 
physical and mental health.  There are fewer 
things that stimulate the brain the way music does, 
providing a total brain workout. Listening to music 
can reduce anxiety and blood pressure while also 
improving mood, mental alertness and memory!  
This is why music is and always has been an 
important part of DKG Society International. 
 
 
Educational Services 
Scholarships – Ruth Gleave 
 
I am pleased that many of our members have 
made use of scholarship funds by attending 
Regional Conferences this year.  Eight DKG 
Alberta sisters attended the NW Regional in Des 
Moines, Iowa, one attended the NE Regional in 

Mashantucket, Connecticut and two traveled to 
Reykjavik, Iceland for the European Regional.  
Betty Rose, our Canadian Area Representative, 
attended all three.  We can learn all about their 
experiences by reading their articles in the DKG 
Alberta newsletter.  They received funds under 
Category 3 of the Doreen E. Cohen Scholarship 
Fund.  
 
No applications were received this year for 
Category 1 or Category 2.  Category 1 provides 
the amount of $2000 to active members enrolled in 
an accredited institution working towards a 
postgraduate degree, diploma, or certificate.  
Category 2 is for up to $2000.00 for active 
members who are pursuing an area of special 
interest at an accredited institution.  The deadline 
for submission for application for these funds is 
March 30, 2020. 
 
Next year I hope that many more of us will attend 
the International Convention in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Applications for funds of up to $200 
are available under Category 3 of the Doreen E. 
Cohen Scholarship Fund.  Applications must be 
sent to the scholarship chair 60 days prior to the 
date of the convention and participants approved 
must complete the Attendance Questionnaire and 
provide applicable bills to the DKG Alberta 
Treasurer no later than 40 days from the date of 
the end of the convention. 
 
Applications are to be sent to Ruth Gleave, 
Scholarship Chair, either through email, 
ruthg@shaw.ca, or through regular mail, 4729, 25 
Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T6L 6J2.   

 
 
World Fellowship –
Dr. Adriana Fishta-
Bejko (South) and 
Jeannie Sargent 
(North) 
 
This year we have 
two co-chairs for the 
World Fellowship 
committee; for 
Alberta North, we 
welcome Jeannie, 

who has graciously agreed to take Sherri’s place.  
We are looking forward to working together and 
bringing some new ideas on board. 
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Last week International forwarded this coming 
year’s application form. Sherri has contacted the 
University of Alberta to see if there is a way to 
increase awareness of this Fellowship and attract 
more applicants.   Sherri also reports that the 
University of Alberta has copies of the World 
Fellowship Application, as well as information to 
contact her if they have questions or completed 
application forms.  She is prepared to check with 
the University later this year. 
 
Finally, after a number of years of stellar applicants 
from U of C, we have had a new World Fellowship 
recipient – Ms. Ivette Menendez from Cuba. She is 
doing her Ph. D. in Microbiology at the school of 
Graduate Studies at U of C. Beta Chapter has 
invited her to our October meeting. 
 
Two new approvals are Neelam Moiz (Punjani) 
from Pakistan at the U of A and 
Luisa Rodrigues Felix Dalla Vecchia from Brazil at 
the U of C. 
 
During this past year, we have been able to build 
very close relationships with both the International 
Student Center and the Faculty of Graduate 
studies at U of C. Soon we will start promoting the 
scholarship and encouraging applicants to submit 
applications. 

                                                                                                        

 
 
Educational Foundation Liaison www.dkgef.org  
Debbie Johnston 
 
• Was founded in 1964 
• Funded by contributions from the Society, 

members, chapters and friends 
•  funds support DKGEF Projects that carry out the 

Mission and Purposes of the Foundation 
Mission 
• Supports and encourages intercultural 

understanding and educational excellence 

Purposes 
• Support and encourage intercultural 

understanding 
• Encourage standards of excellence in education 
• Assist and cooperate with schools, colleges, 

universities, and other persons, organizations, 
trust funds, or foundations in support, 
encouragement, and improvement of education 

Vision 
Giving to educate the world 
• Spends more than $150,000 each year to 

support creative projects, seminars and 
profession development 
• Grants totaling nearly $4 million have been given 

since the beginning 
 
Lucile Cornetet Professional Development 
Fund 
1. Cornetet Individual Professional 

Development Awards (CIPD) 
• All professional educators may apply for these 

competitive awards 
• Deadline dates are Feb 01, May 01, and Sept 

01 of each calendar year and  
   application forms are available on the 
Apply>Cornetet Professional    
   Development-Individual                                             
2. Cornetet Professional Development 

Seminar Awards (CSPD) 
• Regions, areas, or state organizations of DKG 

may apply to offer professional  
   seminars in their areas 
• Deadline date is Nov 01 - information and 

forms are available on the  
   Apply>Cornetet Professional Development-
Seminar 
3.  Projects of The DKG Educational 
Foundation (New) 
• The Educational Foundation has awarded over 

$3,278,908.00 to groups or individuals for 
projects to benefit children and education.  
• Any project leader may apply. (Applicants need 

not be members of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International.)  A total of $21,963.00 in 
awards was funded to new and renewed projects 
in February 2019.  

• Applications are due January 3, 2020 
4.  Projects of The DKG Educational 
Foundation (Renewals) 
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      Our Parliament Buildings in Ottawa 
 
Arts and Humanities Liaison – Cynthia Clarke 
 
The DKG Arts and Humanities Gallery is now in its 
fourth year of showcasing works of creative/artistic 
talent submitted by various Chapters in DKG.  The 
goal is to have someone from every Chapter 
represented in the Gallery.... at some time, in 
upcoming years. 

 
At the beginning of each submission period, I sent 
notices to all presidents in DKG Alberta, requesting 
they forward the information given to all of the 
members in their chapter.  The date for this 
submission period was August 15 to September 
15, 2019.   
 
I have recently had several enquiries as to how to 
submit their application. The format for completing 
the application has been changed, which was new 
to me, as well.  Thus, I sent out an updated 
submission procedure to all members, clearly 
giving the steps they need to follow on the new 
Google format.  Hopefully, members who have not 
submitted before, will complete the application and 
be chosen to showcase their work in the DKG 
Gallery this fall and winter. 
 
I will continue to remind presidents of each 
chapter, to encourage their members  
to take advantage of this opportunity to share and 
display their works of art, photographs, 
sculptures, fabric crafts, quilts, stories, music, etc., 
for all to admire and enjoy. 
 
The next submission window is January 15 - 
February 15, 2020. 

President’s Report -  Elaine Whitford 
 

• With the change to have international rather than regional conferences, we had eight Alberta 
members choose Iowa; three went to Iceland, and one went to Connecticut.  Betty Rose attended all 
three and chaired the Canadian Forum at all of them. 

• We had a successful leadership session in Red Deer in August, facilitated by Eta member Edna 
Dach.  Details of the day are in the leadership report. 

• Chapter presidents met briefly following the leadership training and agreed on a schedule of 
responsibility for shared activities for the next two years. 

• E-mails have been sent out, providing names and contact information so provincial and chapter 
members who share portfolios can work together more easily.  Although each individual may have 
received only one email, a total of 18 were provided.  There are some positions at the provincial level 
which do not have anyone with those responsibilities at the chapter level. 

• It is exciting to have World Fellowship recipients at both the U of A (Neelam) and the U of C (Luisa).  
We heard at our convention in April from two women who spoke about their experiences.  A major 
point was how much they appreciated receiving encouraging cards or notes from DKG members, 
and how it helped them feel less lonely in a new country.  I would encourage you to share this within 
your chapters and reach out to these young women. 

• The induction fee ($5) is no longer required to be sent to international. With the discontinuation of the 
scholarship fee, this will leave a few more dollars at the chapter level. 

• We are no longer receiving membership cards when we pay our fees.  We may print out our own.  
To do this, go to the international website of dkg.org and sign in with your membership number and 
password.  If you have not personalized your password, it will still be dkg2014society. Select My 
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DKG, and then My Account.  You will see a red bar across the top; one of the selections in this bar is 
Membership Card. Click on it and you will have a choice of printing your membership card with or 
without your picture.  It will print in color if you have a color printer. 

• A challenge for us at the provincial executive is the exchange rate to send our membership fees to 
international, which is about $2,000 each year. Our “nest egg” of savings is being rapidly depleted.  
These savings have been supporting our operating budget for many years. 

• The quotes for our next biennium will focus on CHANGE. 
 

DKG Alberta Leadership Seminar - Lorna Berlinguette (North) and Debbie Johnston and  
Janet Jack (South) 
 
Eighteen DKG members from across the province met in Red Deer on 
August 16 to share in leadership development. Edna Dach, a member of Eta 
chapter, who makes nation-wide presentations for WinSETT,  presented We 
are All Leaders during the morning, a theme which mirrored the 
content of the Des Moines leadership conference this summer. 
 
During an interactive two hours, participants explored their own 
strengths related to four major areas: 
 

1. Strategic Thinking 
2. Skilled Managing 
3. Leading Others 
4. Personal Values and Ethics 

 
Edna developed a word cloud summarizing the strengths participants had identified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individuals then developed a personal leadership plans, including actions and resources  
needed, a time frame and success indicators.  A video of the late Dr. Margaret Ann Armour identified 
vision, values and courage as the key components of leadership. 
 
In their comments, attendees shared their insights about leadership, the importance of having “Vision, 
Values and Courage,” and the fact that we are all leaders. 
 


