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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – Betty Rose (BETA)
Celebrating Sisterhood at Convention 2017: Our DKG Alberta Convention
was a huge success! Congratulations to our dedicated and talented Alpha sisters
for hosting a most enjoyable Convention. It was an inspiring experience for me to
work with such creative, hardworking members! They each contributed to a
successful convention: Sylvia Gray, Elaine Whitford, Janelle Brooks, Bea
Ceretzke, Ruth Gleave, Alice Halvorsen, Shirley Machura, Wendy Polhill,
Marlene Norquay, Sheila MaKay, Phyllis Verhaar and Tannis Helmcken. Thank
you to Lesley McDevitt, our Convention photographer, for the amazing photos!
Thank you to every member who attended--your participation made a difference!
First timers Carole Bossert and Barb Percy – Welcome to your first Alberta
convention!
I make a difference; we make a difference! Central to the theme of sisterhood
was the butterfly wall—where participating members and attendees, including
speakers, were featured with a photo and write-up of the ways that each ‘makes a
Betty Rose
difference.’ The butterfly wall was a convention highlight and generated many
positive reviews. As a little keepsake we each were presented with our butterfly.
A very special thank you to Wendy Polhill for the butterflies.
Special Guest: It was an honour to have Bjorg Nakling, DKG Regional Director (Europe) as our Society
Representative and keynote speaker. Members spoke highly of Bjorg as an engaging, inspiring speaker, informative,
down to earth and a lot of fun. Bjorg challenged our thinking about changes in DKG and our technological
connectedness with the DKG website. She reminded us to keep our mail / email addresses updated. The more
informed members are, the more involved we will be, with greater awareness of the benefits of membership.
Congratulations to Dr. Shirley Machura and Debbie Johnston, recognized for their outstanding leadership and
service as recipients of the 2017 Provincial Achievement Award!
Congratulations to Helen Brown, Pat Haase (Beta) and to Jean McKenzie, Stephanie Perrin (Gamma). Each
received a pin in recognition of 40 excellent years of service and leadership to DKG.
Name Change: With a resounding yes from the membership, we celebrate an official name change, effective April
22, 2017. Our name changed from Zeta Province State Organization to DKG Alberta State Organization of the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society. (President’s Message – Continued p. 11)
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DKG Alberta Convention: April 21 - 22, 2017
Celebrating Sisterhood: Reflect, Reconnect and Re-imagine
You make a difference – we make a difference – Spread your wings and fly!
What an enjoyable, rewarding convention experience we had: and lots of fun with amazing prize draws!

Butterfly display by Wendy Polhill (Alpha)

Delta Kappa Gamma Sisters: Janelle Brooks
(Alpha), Pat Haase (Beta)

Two Beta butterflies: Leslie Mcdevitt
Debbie Johnston

Welcome to Hospitality Evening - Sylvia Gray
(Alpha)
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Registration desk: Alpha’s Wendy Polhill, Bea Ceretzke

Friday evening snacks – Barbara Jonsson, Stephanie Perrin (who received
her 40-year pin), Janet M. Clark, Margaret Brucker

Alpha Wine Sales: Alpha’s Phyllis Verhaar,
Ruth Gleave

Bonnie Edgecombe (Eta), very pleased with
the support shown for our DKG CanadianNepalese Project. Together with the scarves’
sale and the silent auction, $330.00 was

Debbie Johnston leading the Line
dance that she learned in Nashville.

realized for this worthy project.

Bjorg Nakling, Society Representative
brought Greetings from DKG International

Working up to line dancing: Beta’s Sandy McAllister, Carolyn King, Adriana Fishta-Beyko,
Sherrie MacRae, Sylvia Gray

Tannis Helmcken (Beta) leading the Sing-Along on Friday evening with Alpha’s Dr.
Shirley Machura & Alice Halvorsen enjoying the singing of Delta Kappa Gamma
favourites.
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President Betty Rose (Beta), Mayor Greg Krischke, who
brought greetings from the City of Leduc, & Ruth Gleave

Del Graff & Arlene Eaton-Erickson – Breakout Session A.

Breakout Session A. Topic: Engagement: Newcomer Youth
Speakers for this session were Del Graff, Child and Youth Advocate, Alberta who strongly believes
in principle‐ based decisions and actions, particularly when it comes to serving children; and Arlene EatonErickson, Systemic Advocacy Manager, Evaluation and Research Office of the Child and Youth Advocate,
who is passionate about the rights and voices of vulnerable children and youth, and how those voices can
impact both individual and systemic change. She has a background in social work focused on high risk
youth.
Together, they presented an overview of their human rights organization and its programs that mean
to help the most vulnerable. Department reorganization led from a period of Child Advocacy 1989 to results
of Human Rights 2012 which made their group independent, hence not being required to report to the
Legislature. Their renewed voices encouraged decision-makers to listen and this led to changes being made
in the child welfare system.
Last year, their office provided advocacy and legal representation to over 2000 high risk youth. As a
group, they also advocate newcomer youth as they experience barriers to their development.
However, the group’s first attempt at holding discussion groups for women in communities failed: the
women were fearful; they were concerned about using systems that they did not understand. One way that
did succeed was to provide “homework groups” at which people would talk more freely about their
problems.
The basic barriers to navigating the system are learning a new language and racism. People are
needed to volunteer their time to support these young people as they deal with the impact of change.
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Breakout Session B. Topic: Kayas Opikinawasowin: Education
As We See It; the traditional Cree child-rearing practices which date
back to pre‐ European contact.
Speaker: Elsie Paul, Elder, Cree / Metis Community and founding
member of the Kokum Kisewatisiwin Society
Summary: Pat Haase (Beta)
Elsie related her history as a child whose parents were
residential schools survivors. She lived an impulsive and often
imprudent existence throughout her own child-rearing period.
However, when she became a kokum, or grandmother, she found she
could look at her grandchildren differently and was determined to
teach them as her ancestors had. She admits that her own children
had not been raised with these traditions (because of where she was
in her life’s journey). Having become a kokom, she had learned the
wisdom to impart her culture and traditions to her own
Elsie Paul & Janelle Brooks
grandchildren. She described methods of instilling goodness and
decency, strategies revolving around Mother Earth, and also, very common sense approaches. This teaching
began from the time new-born babies were placed inside cocoon-like moss bags until they were grown-up
teenagers ready to face the world. Most of us got a kick out of the moss bags being referred to as the “first
pampers” by Elsie. Elsie closed her session with a quote many of the women were familiar with, but it
certainly was a fitting end. "When you heal the community, you heal the child. When you heal the child, you
heal the community."

Eta’s Jackie Symbaluk & Dolaine Koch with Debbie Johnston

Members
enjoying the
friendships and
joyous reunions
that attending
Delta Kappa
Gamma gettogethers
encourages.

Adriana Fishta-Bejko (Beta) stands in front of
the Silent Auction table, and holds one of the
45 prizes that were handed out. Behind her are
the items in the Silent auction.
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Eta’s Sheila Busch & Brenda Smith

Here are Beta’s Helen Brown & Jana Hopper.

Beta’s Tannis Helmcken and Catherine Thurston

Looking through the Spring Convention Business meeting folder: Sylvia
Gray, Betty Rose, Ruth Gleave

New Member first timers (0 –3 Years) – Eta
president Bonnie Edgecombe with Betty Rose and
DKG first-timers Carol Bossert and Barb Percy

Cynthia Clarke (Eta) with Betty Rose. Cynthia
was congratulated for having had two of her
paintings accepted by the DKG Arts and
Humanities.

Receiving their member year pins are Adriana Fishta-Bejko
and Sherri Eichhorn (Gamma), from Betty Rose (centre).

Leslie and Lorna Berlinguette
(Gamma)

Bjorg and Betty
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